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Th e  Ge rm an EU 
Council Pre s ide ncy 
2007
Education, re se arch  and te ch nology are  e sse ntial for th e  future  of 

Europe  as a basis for sustainable  grow th , incre ase d e m ploym e nt, and 

cultural and social coh e sion. Th e  Ge rm an Council Pre side ncy, in orde r 

to tak e  into account th e  q ue stion of th e  future  of Europe  and its 

pe nding constitutional proce ss w ill ope rate  w ith in th e  follow ing 

ge ne ral fram e w ork  in th e  fields of e ducation and re se arch :

< th e  Lisbon Strate gy to stre ngth e n Europe 's com pe titive ne ss,

< th e  50th  annive rsary of th e  Tre atie s of Rom e  on March  25, 2007,

< th e  launch  of th e  Lifelong Le arning Program m e  and gre ate r 

syne rgy be tw e e n national and Europe an m e asure s,

< th e  launch  of th e  Se ve nth  Re se arch  Fram e w ork  Program m e  (FP7) 

and th e  e stablish m e nt of th e  Europe an Re se arch  Council (ERC) and 

th e  Se curity Re se arch  Program m e .

“M it Fors ch ung ge w inne n” – “Succe s s  th rough  re s e arch ”

Th e  re vie w  of th e  EU budge ts, w h ich  is due  in 2008, offe rs an 

opportunity for a in-de pth  e xam ination of th e  ne e ds and 

re q uire m e nts of re se arch  in all th e  are as m e ntione d. Th e  aim  is to 

e nsure  not only th at th e  3 % targe t is ach ie ve d (w h ich  is th e  task  of 

th e  Me m be r State s) but also th at inve stm e nts in re se arch  are  

incre ase d at Europe an level.

Th e  ne w  Re se arch  Fram e w ork  Program m e  w ill include  for th e  first 

tim e  th e  k e y global issue  of se curity unde r th e  th e m atic priority 

'Se curity Re se arch '.

And for th e  ve ry first tim e , all th e  Spe cific Program m e s of th e  

Re se arch  Fram e w ork  Program m e  w ill be  ope n to coope ration w ith  

th ird countrie s. Follow ing th e  adoption of FP7, th e  Europe an 

Com m ission supporte d by th e  Ge rm an Pre side ncy w ill pre se nt a 

Com m unication during th is Pre side ncy conce rning th e  furth e r 

de velopm e nt of th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a.

Until FP7, basic re se arch  h ad be e n re se rve d for national funding, 

w h e re as th e  focus of th e  FP w as alw ays on industrial re se arch . A ne w  

ch apte r for Europe an re se arch  funding is ope ne d w ith  th e  

e stablish m e nt of th e  ERC. Th e  ne w  k now le dge  th at w ill be  ge ne rate d 

w ill provide  a starting point for future  innovations and for 

e stablish ing and ope ning up m ark e ts. Excelle nt frontie r re se arch  

base d innovations w ill h elp to ove rcom e  barrie rs, cre ate  ne w  jobs 

and se cure  e xisting jobs, acting as an im portant ele m e nt of th e  value  

adde d ch ain.

Editorial

D

e ar re ade rs,

Som e  of you m ay h ave  be e n w onde ring about th e  delay of 

th is ne w sle tte r. But, th e  w ait h as not be e n in vain as w e  

can now  re port on th e  m ost im portant ne w s re garding th e  

im ple m e ntation of th e  Ste e ring Platform . Th e  date  for th e  

ne xt m e e ting h as be e n se t and th e  invitations h ave  be e n 

se nt out (se e  th is page  m ain article ). Th e  Ge rm an EU-

pre side ncy is inviting to Be rlin, toge th e r w ith  th e  Europe an 

Com m ission. DG Re se arch  h as also provide d us w ith  a 

re port on th e  association status of th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s in th e  Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e  (se e  page  

2). FP7 w as launch e d on January 1, 2007 and th e re fore  w e  

h ave  de dicate d a gre at part of th is e Journal to aspe cts of 

inte rnational coope ration in th is m ajor funding program m e  

(page s 3-5; 9  and 10 de aling w ith  th e  th e m atic focus on 

Food, Agriculture , Fish e rie s, and Biote ch nology). W e  h ave  

also focuse d on national initiative s by Turk e y, Austria, 

Gre e ce  and th e  Ne th e rlands (page  6 and 7), and an 

introduction to th e  Croatian S& T syste m  (page  8) is 

include d. In addition som e  ne w s from  BiH , Kosovo and 

Monte ne gro is give n (page  12). COST and SEE-ERA.NET 

introduce  opportunitie s for W BC re se arch e rs (page  11, 13), 

you le arn m ore  about se e -scie nce .e u re ports (S& T country 

re ports and a ne e ds/offe r-m atrix) and possibilitie s for 

inform ation gath e ring th rough  e Ne w sle tte rs. W e  h ope  th at 

it w as w orth  w aiting for all of you and w e  are  look ing 

forw ard to th e  ne xt publication, w h ich  is due  in May 07 - 

but continuous update s are  alw ays available  on our proje ct-

w e bsite  h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u!

Elk e  Dall

Proje ct Manage r of th e  Inform ation Office  se e -scie nce .e u

http://see-science.eu/ejournal/list
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Ne w  Proje ct M e m be r 
in s e e - s cie nce .e u
In th e  pre vious issue , w e  

introduce d you to th e  te am  

of se e -scie nce .e u and th e  

tw o institutions carrying out 

th e  w ork : th e  Ce ntre  for 

Social Innovation (Z SI), w ith  

Elk e  Dall as proje ct m anage r, 

and th e  Austrian Re se arch  

Prom otion Age ncy (FFG). Th e  

ne w  m e m be r of th e  proje ct is 

Elli Tzatzani-Ste panovic, an 

e xpe rt in Inte rnational 

Coope ration in FP7, w h o 

supports Ralf König in th e  

De partm e nt of 

Inte rnational 

Coope ration 

and Mobility in 

th e  Europe an 

and 

Inte rnational 

Program m e s (EIP) at FFG.

s e e - s cie nce .e u 
Us age  Statis tics
More  th an 230 use rs h ave  

re giste re d on th e  w e bsite  of 

se e -scie nce .e u, w h ich  h as 

re ce ive d around 20,000 page  

re q ue sts since  its launch  in 

August 2006. To our re ade rs 

th e  m ost inte re sting page s 

(available  also for use rs 

w ith out re gistration) w e re  in 

th e  'Ne w s' se ction:

8 Million euro to enh ance  th e  

'Re search  Potential' in th e  

W e ste rn Balk ans [h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/ne w s/776.h tm l] 

and Specific Inte rnational 

Cope ration Actions (SICAs) 

w ith  th e  Balk ans in FP7 

[h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/ne w s/754.h tm l]. 

Both  h ave  re ce ive d m ore  

th an 1,000 individual h its 

since  January 2007.

s e e - s cie nce .e u 
Re gis tration
In orde r to follow  th e  link s 

provide d in th is publication, 

re gistration at our w e bsite  is 

re q uire d. Just subm it your 

de tails via th e  w e bform : 

h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/use rs/apply

Four W BC As s ociation Proce dure s  in th e  Pipe line
EU Scie nce  and Re se arch  Com m issione r Jane z Potočnik , spe ak ing at a policy m e e ting organise d by 'Frie nds of 

Europe ' in Brussels in th e  be ginning of De ce m be r 2006 on stability in th e  Balk an Re gion, re calle d th e  so-

calle d W BC Platform  strate gy and e ncourage d all Balk an countrie s to be com e  associate d to th e  Se ve nth  

Fram e w ork  Program m e  on Re se arch  and Te ch nological Developm e nt (FP7). H e   cle arly  said, 'I h ave  m ade  th e  

conditions for Balk an countrie s to associate  w ith  FP7 as attractive  as possible. I h ave  done  th is because  I 

believe  th at, m ore  th an in th e  past, re search  h as becom e  an im portant acce ssion tool and, m ore  th an in 

th e  past, th e  Balk ans ne ed a clear m e ssage  of our w illingne ss to h elp.' In conclusion, Mr Potočnik  said th at 

h e  w ante d th e  doors of th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a to be  'w ide  open to all Balk an countrie s'. Full 

involve m e nt w ould h elp th e se  countrie s to de velop, e nabling th e m  to be com e  a part of th e  EU, and to 

pe rm it collaboration be tw e e n e xcelle nt scie ntists and re se arch e rs from  th e  Balk ans and th e  Europe an 

Re se arch  Com m unity. H ow e ve r, th e se  are  not th e  only re asons to pursue  participation in EU re se arch : 'I w ant 

Balk an countrie s to be  fully integrated into re search  because  it is also an undeniable  step on th e  path  to 

stability and integration into th e  EU,' h e  said. 

And h is strate gy is alre ady paying off: In m id-Fe bruary 2007 Se rbia, Croatia, FYR of Mace donia and 

Monte ne gro re q ue ste d to be com e  associate d to FP7. For th e se  four countrie s, th e  proce dure  h as be e n 

launch e d (pre paring a Me m orandum  of Unde rstanding on te rm s and conditions for participation as an 

Associate d Country in FP7), for approval of th e  de cision by th e  Europe an Com m ission. Once  th e  inte rnal EC 

proce dure  is finalise d, and th e  Me m orandum  is also approve d by th e  associating country, th e  signing 

ce re m ony can tak e  place . Th e se  Me m oranda of Unde rstanding tak e , h ow e ve r, e ffe ct from  January 1, 2007. 

Th is m e ans th at all re se arch e rs, institute s, unive rsitie s and SMEs from  th e se  countrie s are  eligible  as 

Associate d Countrie s in th e  calls for proposals organise d unde r FP7 and can be  proje ct coordinators. 

Participation as an Associate d Country m e ans th at th e  national re se arch e rs h ave  e q ual status as re se arch e rs 

from  th e  27 Me m be r State s. Conse q ue ntly, th e y e njoy m ore  opportunitie s th an if th e y h ad re m aine d a th ird 

country unde r FP7. Bosnia and H e rze govina and Albania are  also actively conside ring th e ir association to 

FP7. W ith  re gard  to Kosovo, re se arch  institutions and scie ntists from  Kosovo, pe nding th e  status discussions, 

are  e ncourage d to actively conside r re se arch  coope ration w ith  EU partne rs unde r th e  spe cial calls for th ird 

countrie s (se e  furth e r SICA calls).

(Inform ation provide d by Tania Frie de rich s, EC, DG Re se arch )

Spe cific initiative s of th e  Ge rm an Council Pre side ncy are  dire cte d tow ards th e  de velopm e nt of th e  Europe an 

Re se arch  Are a e .g. th e  discussion of th e  be tte r use  of structural funds conce rning FP7 and of intelle ctual 

prope rty righ ts at public re se arch  and h igh e r e ducation institutions.

For m ore  inform ation follow  th e  link  at h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /1017.h tm l

Ste e ring Platform  on Re s e arch  for th e  W e s te rn Balk an Countrie s

Th e  Ge rm an Council Pre side ncy agre e s w ith  th e  Te am  Pre side ncie s (Portugal and Slove nia) to continue  th e  

de velopm e nt of th e  Europe an pe rspe ctive  of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. 

Re garding re se arch , th e  inte gration of th e  W e ste rn Balk ans in th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a th rough  

instrum e nts lik e  th e  SEE-ERA.NET and th e  support of inte rre gional coope ration is a priority for th e  

coope ration of th e  Ge rm an Fe de ral Ministry on Education and Re se arch  w ith  th e  W BCs.

In June  2006, th e  Europe an Com m ission and th e  Austrian EU Council Pre side ncy jointly launch e d th e  

Ste e ring Platform  on re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in Vie nna.

Th e  Ste e ring Platform  is to be  use d as a forum  to bring toge th e r ide as and m e ans and sh are  inform ation and 

e xpe rie nce , as w as said in Vie nna. To th is e nd, th e  Ge rm an EU Pre side ncy and th e  Europe an Com m ission are  

curre ntly inviting th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s and th e  Europe an Me m be r State s to atte nd th e  ne xt m e e ting 

of th e  Ste e ring Platform . It w ill tak e  pace  in Be rlin on March  29 , 2007, back  to back  w ith  th e  SEE-ERA.NET 

Ste e ring Board Me e ting. Th e  Ge rm an Pre side ncy w ish e s to contribute  to th e  succe ssful w ork  of th e  Ste e ring 

Platform .

Erik a Rost

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/142.h tm l

Fe de ral Ministry of Education and 

Re se arch , Ge rm any

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/81.h tm l
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For e ach  call on spe cific subje ct are as unde r th e  four spe cific 

program m e s, th e re  is a call fich e , a w ork  program m e , a ge ne ral w ork  

program m e  and various anne xe s available  from  CORDIS. A de scription 

of th e  program m e s and th e ir inte rnational dim e nsion w as provide d in 

th e  sum m e r e dition of th e  e Journal and can be  found in update d form  

at h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/ne w s/330.h t

m l

8 M illion Euro for Re s e arch  Pote ntial 
In coope ration w ith  th e  EU’s  conve rge nce  re gions

Th e  call FP7-REGPOT-2007-3 unde r FP7, Capacitie s 

Th e m e  4, Re se arch  Pote ntial is ope ning up 

possibilitie s to de velop partne rsh ips, e xch ange  k now -

h ow  and e xpe rie nce , and upgrade  re se arch  

capacitie s, spe cifically in th e  re gion of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s.

De adline  for th is call is April 24, 2007.

Proje cts in any re se arch  topic cove re d by th e  FP are  eligible  for 

funding, including acq uisition, de velopm e nt, m ainte nance , upgrading 

and/or re ne w al of S& T re se arch  e q uipm e nt for sele cte d W BC 

re se arch  ce ntre s. Th is call  is a uniq ue  opportunity to re inforce  th e  

S& T pote ntial of th e  W BCs, in coope ration w ith  partne rs from  th e  

Europe an Union Me m be r State s in th e  conve rge nce  re gions. It is 

inte nde d to fund se ve ral Support Actions w ith  an ave rage  of 

approxim ately 1.2 m illion e uro pe r proje ct for a duration of up to 

th re e  ye ars. Th e  Com m unity financial contribution m ay cove r up to 

100 % of th e  cost of th e  action. Th e  allocate d budge t for th e  support 

in 2007 is e igh t m illion 

e uro.

Firs t Calls  for Propos als  Launch e d in 
Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e
On January 1, 2007, th e  Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e  for Re se arch  

and Te ch nological Developm e nt (FP7) cam e  into force . For th e  pe riod 

2007 to 2013 it is th e  EU’s m ain instrum e nt for funding re se arch  in 

Europe .

Th e  first calls for proposals unde r FP7 w e re  alre ady publish e d on 

De ce m be r 22, 2006. Th e y cove r all four spe cific program m e s of FP7 

(Coope ration, Pe ople , Ide as and Capacitie s) and th e  re se arch  

activitie s of th e  Europe an Atom ic Ene rgy Com m unity (Euratom ).

Inform ation on th e  calls is available  via CORDIS.

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/776.h tm l

relevant w ork  program m e :

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/745.h tm l
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CORDIS

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/508.h tm l

CORDIS Ope n Calls

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /713.h tm l
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Spe cific Inte rnational Coope ration Actions

Inte rnational Coope ration in th e  FP7 Coope ration 

Program m e  is im ple m e nte d in tw o w ays:

First, by ge ne ral ope ning up of th e  activitie s to 

re se arch e rs and re se arch  organisations from  all th ird 

countrie s. Th is ge ne ral ope ning include s th e  possibility of de dicate d 

actions for th ird countrie s (m ainly industrialise d and e m e rging 

e conom ie s). 

Se cond, by ope ning up of th e  th e m atic activitie s th rough  Spe cific 

Inte rnational Coope ration Actions (SICAs) de dicate d to th ird countrie s 

w h ich  are  liste d as Inte rnational Coope ration Partne r Countrie s 

(ICPCs, se e  page  4). SICAs aim  at re inforcing th e  re se arch  capacity in 

non-associate d candidate  countrie s and ne igh bourh ood countrie s and 

at addre ssing th e  ne e ds of de veloping and e m e rging e conom ice s by 

m e ans of de dicate d coope rative  re se arch  in give n th e m atic are as. 

Spe cific participation crite ria apply to 'Collaborative  Proje cts' for SICA 

topics (participation of a m inim um  of tw o Me m be r State s or 

Associate d Countrie s plus tw o targe te d countrie s). Furth e r 

inform ation on th e se  crite ria is give n in th e  w ork  program m e s and in 

th e  'Guide  for Applicants'. A glance  th rough  th e  first calls for proposals 

sh ow s th at th e re  are  a fe w  targe te d possibilite s for th e  W BCs (se e  link  

to se e -scie nce .e u below ). H ow e ve r, to th e  e xte nt th at th e  W BCs are  

associate d to FP7, SICAs w ill no longe r be  ge are d tow ards W BCs. But 

of course , as Associate d Countrie s, th e y are  alw ays eligible  to be  part 

of such  proje cts.

SICAs in Coope ration

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/754.h tm l

Ove rvie w  on FP7 Coope ration

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/59 6.h tm l
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Evaluating and M onitoring FP7 Proje cts
A Pos s ibility also for W BC Expe rts

Expe rts from  th ird countrie s m ay and are  e ncourage d 

to subm it an application to assist th e  Europe an 

Com m ission as an e valuator, re vie w e r or m onitoring 

e xpe rt. A call for e xpe rts for FP7 h as be e n launch e d 

and an inte rface  to re giste r in th e  database  is available  on th e  w e b.

Expe rts for re se arch  activitie s assist th e  Com m ission in e valuating 

proposals of th e  Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e  and m onitoring 

proje cts funde d by th e  EU. Re giste ring on th e  database  doe s not 

e nsure  your participation in e valuation panels. Such  e valuations are  

base d on th e  num be r and th e  fields of calls, th e  num be r of 

applications, and finally th e  asse ssm e nt of your application by th e  

Com m ission. In orde r to ach ie ve  e q ual opportunitie s for w om e n and 

m e n (th e  targe t be ing 40 % of w om e n in panels), th e  Com m ission 

w ould particularly w elcom e  applications from  suitably q ualifie d 

w om e n.

Prospe ctive  inde pe nde nt e xpe rts for FP7 are  e xpe cte d to h ave  a h igh  

level of profe ssional e xpe rie nce  in th e  public or private  se ctor in one  

or m ore  of th e  follow ing are as:

< re se arch  in relevant scie ntific and te ch nological fields,

< adm inistration, m anage m e nt or e valuation of RTD proje cts, 

program m e s or policie s,

< use  of th e  re sults of RTD proje cts, te ch nology transfe r, innovation, 

and busine ss coope ration, particularly w ith  re gard to SMEs,

< issue s at th e  inte rface  of scie nce  and socie ty (e .g. e ducation, 

com m unication, e th ics e tc.),

< inte rnational coope ration in scie nce  and te ch nology,

< de velopm e nt of h um an re source s. 

W e st Balk an re se arch e rs 

are  e ncourage d to apply!

(e d)

CORDIS

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/508.h tm l

Call for Expe rts

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /9 71.h tm l
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EU and FP7 De finitions : W h e re  are  w e  living?

Me m be r State s (MS)

Th e  Europe an Union h as curre ntly 27 Me m be r State s, including 

Bulgaria and Rom ania w h ich  joine d on January 1, 2007. Th e  funding 

for MS in FP7 is m ade  dire ctly th rough  th e  ge ne ral EU budge t. All 

funding is done  on a com pe titive  basis th rough  calls for proposals.

Candidate  Countrie s (CC)

Countrie s th at h ave  subm itte d an official re q ue st for m e m be rsh ip to 

th e  EU and obtaine d candidate  status, i.e . Turk e y, Croatia and FYR of 

Mace donia. Only for Turk e y and Croatia association ne gotiations h ave  

be e n ope ne d.

Pote ntial Candidate  Countrie s (PCC)

Countrie s th at h ave  a Europe an pe rspe ctive , but w h ose  re q ue st for 

m e m be rsh ip h as not ye t be e n subm itte d or acce pte d (i.e . Albania, 

Bosnia and H e rze govina, Monte ne gro and Se rbia).

Associate d Countrie s (AC)

Countrie s th at h ave  an association agre e m e nt w ith  th e  EU e ith e r in 

th e  form  of a bilate ral S& T agre e m e nt granting association status 

(i.e . Israel and Sw itze rland) or in th e  form  of a Me m orandum  of 

Unde rstanding (proce dure  for e nlarge m e nt countrie s) or via an 

Am e ndm e nt to th e  Europe an Econom ic Are a (EEA) in th e  case  of 

Norw ay, Iceland and Lie ch te nste in. All th e se  agre e m e nts de te rm ine  

th e  financial contribution w h ich  allow s th e  Associate d Countrie s to be  

eligible  for FP7 on e q ual grounds w ith  th e  Me m be r State s.

Associate d Candidate  Countrie s (ACC)

Candidate  Countrie s th at h ave  re q ue ste d (and obtaine d) th e  

association status for th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e s on RTD.

Th ird countrie s

Any country th at is ne ith e r a Me m be r State  nor an Associate d Country.

Inte rnational Coope ration Partne r Countrie s (ICPCs)

Th ird countrie s w h ich  th e  Europe an Com m ission classifie s as low -

incom e , low e r-m iddle -incom e  or uppe r-m iddle -incom e  countrie s and 

w h ich  are  ide ntifie d in th e  FP7 w ork  program m e s w ith  re gard to th e  

im ple m e ntation of Spe cific Inte rnational Coope ration Activitie s 

(SICAs). Th e  group include s th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s (unle ss 

associate d), th e  Me dite rrane an are a, Easte rn Europe  and Ce ntral 

Asian countrie s, Latin Am e rica, Africa-Caribbe an-Pacific, as w ell as 

Asia. Th e  ICPCs list can be  found via h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/link /1009 .h tm l

Industrialise d th ird countrie s

Countrie s such  as Australia, Canada, USA and th e  Gulf countrie s th at 

can participate  unde r th e  FP7 'Rule s for participation', but unde r th e ir 

ow n funding, unle ss th e  relevant w ork  program m e  spe cifically se ts 

out diffe re ntly.

Alth ough  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s fall into diffe re nt cate gorie s 

i.e . candidate  and pote ntial candidate  countrie s, w ith  re spe ct to 

association to FP7 th e y are  all e ntitle d to re q ue st association (se e  

page  3). Once  th e y h ave  obtaine d th e  associate d status th e y w ill be  

re m ove d from  th e  ICPC list. (e d)

IDEAS

Th e  program m e  'Ide as' funds proje cts base d on 

proposals pre se nte d by re se arch e rs on subje cts of 

th e ir ch oice , e valuate d only on scie ntific e xcelle nce  

by pe e r re vie w. 'Frontie r re se arch ' w ill ope n ne w  w ays 

for te ch nological progre ss, and aim s to re solve  social and 

e nvironm e ntal proble m s. Th e  actions are  ope n to re se arch e rs of any 

nationality w h o w ould lik e  to se t up th e ir re se arch  in any EU Me m be r 

State  or Associate d Country. Th e  w ork  program m e  2007 fore se e s a 

focus on 'Starting Inde pe nde nt Re se arch e r Grants' (budge t 300 m illion 

e uro).  Late r th is ye ar, a call for 'Advance d Inve stigator Grants' w ill be  

publish e d as w ell. Th e  im ple m e ntation body for th e  w h ole  

program m e  is th e  'Europe an Re se arch  Council' (ERC), th e  first pan-

Europe an funding age ncy 

for inve stigator-initiate d 

frontie r re se arch .

Europe an Re se arch  Council

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/505.h tm

Relevant w ork  program m e

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/735.h tm l

Li
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http://see-science.eu/org/508.html
http://see-science.eu/link/971.html
http://see-science.eu/link/1009.html
http://see-science.eu/org/505.html
http://see-science.eu/doc/735.html
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A Fre q ue ntly As k e d Que s tion -  A Still Confus ing Ans w e r
At th e  Inform ation Office , w e  h ave  re ce ive d a num be r of q ue stions from  our re ade rs conce rning th e  possibility of organisations from  th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s acting as coordinators of FP7 proje cts. 

W e  forw arde d th is re q ue st to 'Europe  Dire ct' via a Maibox Form  (h ttp://e c.e uropa.e u/re se arch /e nq uirie s/) and re ce ive d th e  follow ing answ e r 

(Re fe re nce  Num be r: 3559 434), w h ich  w e  publish  h e re  as it se e m s to be  a q ue stion of ge ne ral inte re st:

From : m ail@ e urope -dire ct.e c.e uropa.e u

To: Elk e   Dall, office @ se e -scie nce .e u

-> Can ins titutions  from  not as s ociate d W e s te rn Balk an countrie s  co-ordinate  FP7 proje cts?

Dear Ms. Dall,

Ne ith e r th e  FP6 Rules for participation nor th e  FP6 m odel contract re q uire s th at th e  coordinator h as to be  EU-based 

entity. Th e re fore , as a gene ral rule , th e re  is no distinction th at entitie s e stablish ed in th e  MS are  by definition "eligible" 

to be  project's coordinators and entitie s e stablish ed in oth e r countrie s m ay do it only in ce rtain circum stance s. H ow eve r 

tak ing into account nature  and peculiarity of th e  task s w h ich  th e  coordinator is re sponsible  for, th e  Com m ission h as to 

approve  th e  ch oice  of participant in th is re spect (i.e. th e  partne r ch osen by th e  consortium  to act as a coordinator h as to 

be  accepted by th e  Com m ission). In th e  ligh t of th e  above , de spite  th e re  is no clear previsions re stricting possibilitie s of 

entitie s e stablish ed in th e  th ird countrie s as a coordinators, w e  cannot provide  you w ith  uniform  answ e r to your q ue stion. 

Th e  issue  raised in your q ue stion, is discussed during contract’s negotiation ph ase  and decision is tak en on a case -by-case  

basis, tak ing into account e.g. financial viability ch eck  re sults, contractor's capacity to coordinate  th e  project and also 

oth e r aspects. 

Th is approach  is to be  continued in FP7.

Be st regards,

____________________________________

Disclaim e r:

Th e  answ e r or inform ation contained in th is m e ssage  is based on th e  inform ation provided by you, w h ich  m ay not be  

sufficiently detailed or com plete  to provide  a full and correct answ e r or re sponse  to your q ue stion. Th e  Com m ission is 

com m itted to providing accurate  inform ation th rough  th e  enq uiry se rvice s, h ow eve r, th e  inform ation provided h as no 

binding nature. Th e  Com m ission cannot be  h eld liable  for any use  m ade  of th is inform ation or for its accuracy.

Please  note : w h ilst w e  endeavour to ensure  th at you rece ive  th e  inform ation re q ue sted or are  directed to an appropriate  

source , w e  are  unable  to com m ent on specific issue s pe rtaining to EU policy, and any inform ation provided by EUROPE 

DIRECT / Re search  Enquiry Se rvice  m ay not be  conside red as legally binding.

s e e - s cie nce .e u As s e s s m e nt

Afte r discussion w ith  se ve ral e xpe rts, w e  se e  th e  answ e r as follow s:

a. Th e ore tically partne rs from  ICPCs (se e  page  4) are  eligible  to coordinate  in all proje ct type s in th e  'Coope ration' and 'Capacitie s' 

program m e s.

b. BUT it is q ue stionable  if a proposal, for e xam ple , for a large  Ne tw ork  of Excelle nce  coordinate d by a th ird country institution w ill be  

positively e valuate d (be cause  of e valuation crite ria such  as relevance  to structuring th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a, m anage rial com pe te nce s 

e tc.)

c. On th e  oth e r h and, for 'Spe cific Inte rnational Coope ration Activitie s' (SICAs - se e  page  3) th e  participation of ICPCs is a pre re q uisite  and of 

h igh  im portance , so in th at case  th e  ch ance s of be ing com pe titive  are  h igh e r.

d. Th e  m inim um  re q uire m e nts for participation h ave  alw ays to be  re spe cte d. So for e xam ple , if th e  m inim um  re q uire m e nt (laid dow n in th e  

'Rule s for Participation') is th at 'at least th re e  legal entitie s m ust participate , each  of w h ich  m ust be  e stablish ed in a Mem be r State  or 

Associated Country, and tw o of w h ich  m ay not be  e stablish ed in th e  sam e  Mem be r State  or Associated Country', th e  ICPC partne r can only 

be  a 'fourth ' institution. It can ne ve rth ele ss be  (th e ore tically, se e  point a.) th e  coordinator. For th e  indire ct actions for spe cific coope ration 

activitie s de dicate d to inte rnational coope ration partne r countrie s (SICAs) diffe re nt m inim um  conditions are  spe cifie d (at le ast four 

e ntitie s, at le ast tw o e stablish e d in Me m be r State / Associate d Country, at le ast tw o from  ICPCs - se e  de tails in Rule s for Participation). Th e  

participating partne rs in a proje ct proposal 'sh all appoint one  of th e ir num be r to act as 

coordinator'.

So in fact any le gal e ntity participating in a proje ct, re gardle ss of its place  of e stablish m e nt, m ay 

coordinate  th e  proje ct. Its succe ss or not alw ays re m ains a q ue stion for th e  e valuators!

Elk e  Dall

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/42.h tm l

Ce ntre  for Social Innovation

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/29 .h tm l

Au
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/enquiries/
http://see-science.eu/users/42.html
http://see-science.eu/org/29.html
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Aus tria s̀  Coope ration in Innovation and 
Re s e arch  Program m e  CIR-CE

2nd Call for Propos als  is  ope n until April 24, 2007

Th e  program m e  'Coope ration in Innovation 

and Re se arch  w ith  Ce ntral and Easte rn 

Europe ' (CIR-CE) prom ote s coope ration 

be tw e e n innovative  Austrian and Ce ntral and 

Easte rn Europe an com panie s. Th e  ge ograph ic proxim ity of Austria to 

th e  Ce ntral, Easte rn and South  Easte rn Europe an countrie s offe rs a 

vast varie ty of opportunitie s. Vie w e d from  a long-te rm  strate gy 

pe rspe ctive , re se arch , te ch nology and innovation are  im portant 

succe ss factors. Th e  program m e  CIR-CE offe rs a fram e w ork  for 

transnational ne tw ork s organise d by inte rm e diary organisations (such  

as com pe te nce  ce ntre s, te ch nology ce ntre s, cluste rs) to e ncourage  

transnational proje cts cove ring R & D, te ch nology transfe r, 

be nch m ark ing, q uality assurance  e tc.

CIR-CE is a strate gic core  activity of th e  Austrian Fe de ral Ministry of 

Econom ics and Labour. Th e  Austrian Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy (FFG) 

is re sponsible  for program m e  m anage m e nt and offe rs guidance  for 

prospe ctive  applicants and partne rs on proposals. 

Obje ctive s of CIR-CE proje cts are : e stablish m e nt and e xpansion of 

transnational busine ss-drive n innovation ne tw ork s (including SMEs) 

be tw e e n Austria and CEE/SEE countrie s for th e  de velopm e nt and 

im ple m e ntation of innovation and for incre asing and stre ngth e ning 

R & D coope ration and te ch nology transfe r.

Pote ntial partne r countrie s include  Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cze ch  Re public, Estonia, H ungary, Latvia, 

Lith uania, FYR of Mace donia, Poland, Rom ania, Se rbia, Monte ne gro, 

Slovak ia, and Slove nia.

W h ile  th e  m ajority of th e  proje cts in th e  first call in th e  ye ar 2006 

w e re  'Ne tw ork ing Proje cts', th e  se cond call, w h ich  is now  ope n, is 

focuse d on 'Innovations Proje cts': w ith in th is cate gory proje cts h ave  

to fe ature  an obvious ele m e nt of RTDI and ide ally are  m ostly 

influe nce d by th e  involve d SME in coope ration w ith  re se arch  

institutions. CIR-CE applications h ave  to be  subm itte d by April 24, 

2007. First proje cts w ill start in Se pte m be r 2007. 

(Inform ation provide d 

by Ulrik e  Kainz, FFG)

Turk e y s̀  Curre nt S& T Initiative s  in th e  
W e s te rn Balk ans

Turk e y is ve ry close  

h istorically, ge ograph ically, 

and culturally to th e  W e ste rn 

Balk an re gion and h as bilate ral 

Scie nce  and Te ch nology 

Coope ration Agre e m e nts w ith  

Albania, Croatia, FYR of 

Mace donia (Turk e y re cognise s 

th e  country w ith  its constitutional nam e  Re public of Mace donia), 

Se rbia and Monte ne gro. Not only th e  W e ste rn Balk ans but also oth e r 

South e rn Europe an countrie s such  as H ungary, Slove nia, Bulgaria and 

Gre e ce  are  am ong Turk e y's coope ration countrie s w ith  e ffe ctive  

bilate ral running program m e s.

At th e  Inte rnational Confe re nce  and H igh  Level Round Table  e ntitle d 

'W h y Inve st in Scie nce  in South  Easte rn Europe?', th e  acting pre side nt 

of TÜBİTAK (Th e  Scie ntific and Te ch nological Re se arch  Council of 

Turk e y), Nuk e t Ye tis, gave  a pre se ntation on th e  issue s of 'Turk e y’s 

National Scie nce , Te ch nology and Innovation Initiative  and th e  

Ne ce ssity of Inve sting in Scie nce '. Th e  outcom e  of th is pre se ntation 

and th e  fe e dback  from  a num be r of W e ste rn Balk an country 

participants w e re  ve ry prom ising. 

Th e  Is tanbul Age nda

Conse q ue ntly, anoth e r im portant e ve nt e ntitle d 'Inte gration of EU 

Enlarge m e nt Countrie s into Europe an Re se arch  Are a: Participation in 

EU Seve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e ' w as h eld in Istanbul on De ce m be r 

7-8, 2006. At th is e ve nt th e  'Istanbul Age nda' w as de velope d and 

adopte d, w ith  th e  participation of all th e  W e ste rn Balk ans, Candidate  

and Pote ntial Candidate  Countrie s of th e  EU. A re pre se ntative  of SEE-

ERA.NET also atte nde d th is e ve nt. Th e  'Istanbul Age nda' is a rolling 

plan of action to e nh ance  th e  participation and pe rform ance  of th e  

e nlarge m e nt countrie s unde r FP7 and th e ir furth e r inte gration in th e  

Europe an Re se arch  Are a (ERA). Th e  participating countrie s fully 

support th is Age nda and count on th e  full coope ration and support of 

th e  Europe an Com m ission. Th e  plan w ill be  subje ct to m onitoring and 

re vie w  at th e  e nd of th e  first ye ar of its im ple m e ntation.

Participation of Turk e y in re gional proje cts  

As far as th e  re gional EU proje ct SEE-ERA.NET is conce rne d, Turk e y 

h as not be e n in th e  Ste e ring Board so far, but its participation in th is 

ne tw ork  is now  unde r conside ration. 

Turk e y also contribute s to th e  FP7 INCO-NET-W BC proje ct proposal 

pre paration and h as e xpre sse d its w illingne ss to play an active  part.

Turk e y fully participate d in th e  EU's Sixth  Fram e w ork  Program m e  

(FP6) and h as just organise d a FP7 Launch  Confe re nce  (Fe bruary 12-

13, 2007 in Ank ara) in orde r to spe e d up th e  RTD inte gration w ith  th e  

Europe an Re se arch  Are a as an Associate d Candidate  Country. Seve ral 

S& T organisations from  South  East Europe  participate d in th is 

confe re nce .

Be side  th e  above -m e ntione d S& T relations w ith  th e  W e ste rn Balk ans, 

TÜBITAK also h as supporte d program m e s for visiting scie ntists from  all 

fore ign countrie s (including th e  W e ste rn Balk ans) - se e  th e  link  to 

TÜBITAK's w e bsite  at 

h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/org/9 5.h tm l

CIR-CE

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link s/9 20.h tm l

Program m e  Manage m e nt: FFG 

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/125.h tm l

Li
nk

s

Fatih  Sah in

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/861.h tm l

Dicle  Dogancioglu

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/865.h tm l

TÜBITAK

Au
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http://see-science.eu/users/861.html
http://see-science.eu/users/865.html
http://see-science.eu/org/95.html
http://see-science.eu/link/920.html
http://see-science.eu/org/125.html
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Gre e k  Vie w  on S& T Policy tow ards  th e  
W e s te rn Balk an Countrie s  

Th e  strate gic goal of Gre e ce  in th e  Balk ans is to 

cre ate  th e  pre conditions for stability, functioning 

de m ocratic proce sse s and institutions, 

coope ration, de velopm e nt and prospe rity, as w ell 

as fulfilm e nt of th e  political crite ria, w h ich  w ill 

allow  all th e  Balk an countrie s w ith out e xce ption 

to be com e  m e m be rs of th e  Europe an Union. Up to 

now , political and e conom ic crise s in m any 

countrie s of South  East Europe , h ave  dram atically affe cte d th e  

pote ntial for re se arch  and te ch nological grow th . Th e  im pact from  th e  

re duction of national e xpe nse s for RTD and  th e  re duction of critical 

m ass be cause  of th e  form ation of ne w  state s and th e  sim ultane ous 

brain drain h ave  be e n e q ually im portant.

Th e  Action Plan on S& T

In June  2003, follow ing an initiative  of th e  Gre e k  Pre side ncy of th e  

EU and w ith  th e  support of th e  EC, th e  EU-Balk an Countrie s Action 

Plan in Scie nce  and Te ch nology w as adopte d at th e  Th e ssalonik i 

Sum m it. 

Th e  Action Plan cre ate d a strong m om e ntum  for e nh ance d scie ntific 

and te ch nological coope ration be tw e e n th e  EU and th e  W BCs but also 

am ong th e  W BCs th e m selve s. 

Seve ral activitie s originate  in th e  Action Plan and contribute  to th e  

ach ie ve m e nt of its goals: th e  launch ing of spe cific calls for proposals 

in th e  conte xt of th e  FP6, th e  im ple m e ntation of th e  SEE-ERA.NET 

proje ct and of se ve ral oth e r proje cts in th e  field of e -infrastructure s 

(such  as SINSEE, SEEREN, SEE-Grid e tc.), and th e  Ste e ring Platform  

for stre ngth e ning re se arch  coope ration be tw e e n th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s and th e  EU w ith in th e  fram e w ork  of th e  Europe an Re se arch  

Are a (ERA). It is e sse ntial th at all ne ce ssary action sh ould be  tak e n 

for th e  re inforce m e nt of th e  RTD capacitie s in e ach  country and in 

th e  re gion. Spe cific actions sh ould be  focuse d on issue s conce rning 

th e  de velopm e nt of re se arch  infrastructure s, th e  im prove m e nt of 

h um an pote ntial, th e  cre ation of institute s and th e  prom otion of 

com m on RTD actions in re gions of m utual inte re st and m ore  

spe cifically in se ctors th at w ill stre ngth e n innovation. More ove r, 

spe cific actions are  re q uire d and th e se  sh ould be  focuse d on th e  

W e ste rn Balk ans re gion. Th e  Gre e k  state  is strongly inte re ste d in 

grow th  and re se arch  activitie s in th e  re gion.

Since  2000, th e  Ge ne ral Se cre tariat for Re se arch  and Te ch nology of 

th e  Gre e k  Ministry of De velopm e nt h as funde d alm ost 250 bilate ral 

joint re se arch  proje cts, e spe cially in th e  Balk an countrie s, w ith  a 

total budge t of 3,472,833 e uros. Th e  follow ing budge ts h ave  be e n 

allocate d: Albania: 9 84,855 e uros, Bulgaria 380,667 e uros, 

Monte ne gro 120,000 e uros, Rom ania 1,168,318 e uros, and Yugoslavia-

Se rbia 728,9 9 3 e uros. 

Tack ling Une m ploym e nt and Education 
Re form : A Dutch  Initiative
South  Easte rn Europe , suffe ring both  from  its past conflicts and its 

pre se nt e conom ic and political transition situation is ch aracte rise d by 

h igh  une m ploym e nt. One  of th e  m ain cause s is th e  discre pancy 

be tw e e n th e  e ducation offe re d and th e  sk ills ne e de d in th e  labour 

m ark e t. Th e  Acade m ic Training Association (ATA) aim s to incre ase  th e  

e m ploym e nt prospe cts in SEE in tw o m ain w ays. First, to adapt 

curricula of h igh e r e ducational institutions to m ark e t ne e ds in line  

w ith  th e  Bologna re form  age nda. Se cond, ATA supports young 

e ntre pre ne urs to start-up th e ir ow n busine sse s by m e ans of training, 

consultancy and m icro-cre dit opportunitie s. ATA is w ork ing in th e se  

tw o are as and, m ore  im portantly, is forging a link  be tw e e n th e se  tw o 

are as of e xpe rtise . ATA h as various program m e s to tack le  h igh e r 

e ducation re form  as w ell as m icro-e nte rprise  de velopm e nt. 

Program m e s th at focus on SME developm e nt include  th e  

e stablish m e nt of a ne tw ork  of up to 25 Busine ss Start-up Ce ntre s 

(BSCs) and incubators in th e  re gion, and a Private  Se ctor 

De velopm e nt Ne tw ork .

Ne w  Bus ine s s  Start-Up Ce ntre s

As a re sult of a four ye ar grant from  th e  Dutch  Gove rnm e nt, ATA is 

ope rating five  ne w  Busine ss Start-up Ce ntre s (including incubators) in 

FYR of Mace donia, Kosovo, Monte ne gro, Se rbia and Bosnia and 

H e rze govina. Th e se  five  BSCs are  inte grate d into a ne w  re gional 

ne tw ork  of BSCs, th at w as e stablish e d in Tuzla in Octobe r 2006: SENSI 

(South e ast Europe an Ne tw ork  for Start-up Ce ntre s and Incubators). 

SENSI e xch ange s be st practice s, training m ate rials and e xpe rts and 

prom ote s re gional busine ss opportunitie s be tw e e n start-ups.

Th e  e stablish m e nt of th e  Busine ss Start-up Ce ntre s is firm ly 

e m be dde d in ATA's Private  Se ctor De velopm e nt Ne tw ork . Since  2005, 

th is program m e  h as be e n supporting coope ration be tw e e n busine sse s, 

Ch am be rs of Com m e rce , Ministrie s of Econom ics and Trade , and 

Facultie s of Econom ics in South  East Europe . Busine ss sk ills training, 

confe re nce s, e conom ic re se arch  and oth e r activitie s prom ote  re gional 

e conom ic coope ration.

Support to Unive rs itie s  in SEE

ATA assists unive rsitie s in th e  im ple m e ntation of th e  Bologna Action 

Line s across th e  re gion. One  of th e  large st program m e s is th e  

organisation of four annual inte rnational sum m e r unive rsitie s in 

Priština, Bitola, Mitrovica and Tuzla. Approxim ately 1,500 stude nts 

from  th e  e ntire  SEE re gion tak e  part e ve ry ye ar in one  of th e se  

sum m e r unive rsitie s. Th e y are  fully w ork ing in line  w ith  th e  Bologna 

Action Line s, se rving as an e xam ple  for participating local unive rsitie s.

ATA is a dynam ic non-profit NGO base d in Am ste rdam , w ith  five  field 

office s in South  East Europe . It is m ainly supporte d by th e  

Ne th e rlands Gove rnm e nt 

and th e  Europe an Union. 

It h as a budge t of five  

m illion e uro for 2007.

Nik os Sidiropoulos 

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/211.h tm l

Ge ne ral Se cre tariat for Re se arch  and 

Te ch nology (GSRT)

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/82.h tm l

Lie k e  van Gom pel 

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/9 41.h tm l

Acade m ic Training Association

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/653.h tm l
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http://see-science.eu/org/82.html
http://see-science.eu/users/941.html
http://see-science.eu/org/653.html
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S& T in Croatia

Th e  Europe an Com m issions ERAW ATCH  re ports, available  via 

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /411.h tm l (se e  also page  16), provide  

ove rvie w s of th e  policy conte xts, re se arch  policie s, and curre nt issue s 

in S& T of all EU Me m be rs and Associate d countrie s. An ove rvie w  of 

im portant policy docum e nts, th e  structure  of th e  re se arch  syste m s, 

th e  funding syste m s and prioritie s, th e  re se arch  pe rform e rs and 

stak e h olde rs, as w ell as k e y re se arch  indicators are  dow nloadable . 

Croatia is th e  only W e ste rn Balk an country curre ntly cove re d by th is 

initiative .

Th is se e -scie nce .e u 'Country Focus' pre se nts th e  se ction 'Basic 

ch aracte risation of th e  re se arch  syste m ' of Croatia's ERAW ATCH  re port:

Science , tech nology and education are  pe rce ived in Croatia as 

im portant factors of integration w ith  European Union and transition 

from  industrial to k now ledge  econom y. Since  2000 Croatia invested a 

substantial effort to reform  science  and h igh e r education sectors and 

to re -define  th e  role  of science  and education in th e  national 

developm ent, econom ic grow th  and com petitivene ss. Th e  m ain 

reform s are  planned in th e  sector of public re search  and h igh e r 

education to m e et th e  standards of th e  European Union conce rning 

autonom y of unive rsity re search , financing rules, scientific 

e xcellence , etc. In addition, th e  special program s and policy actions 

tow ards prom otion of busine ss innovation, tech nology developm ent 

and science -industry coope ration w e re  also initiated. Seve ral 

im portant strategic docum ents h ave  be en form ulated in orde r to 

drive  Croatia tow ards “society based on learning and k now ledge” 

such  as “Croatia in th e  Tw enty-First Century - Science“ (OG 

108/2003) and Science  &  Tech nology Policy of th e  Republic of Croatia 

2006 −  2010 accepted by th e  Croatian governm ent in May 2006.

Th e  re form s are  additionally supported by th e  acce ssion negotiations 

of Croatia w ith  th e  European Union (opened on th e  4th  Octobe r 

Location: South  Easte rn Europe

Total land are a: 56,59 4 sq . k m

Population: 4,439 ,000 (2005, m id ye ar, 

prelim inary) - source : W IIW

GDP - pe r capita: 6,9 72 EUR (2005) at official 

e xch ange  rate  - source : W IIW

GERD: 1.24 % of GDP (2004)

BERD: 0.52 % of GDP (2004)

H ERD: 0.46 % of GDP (2004)

GOVERD: 0.26 % of GDP (2004)

2005) th at brough t Lisbon and Barcelona targets into th e  science  

policy agendas. Th e  full m em be rsh ip into th e  Six Fram ew ork  Program  

from  January th e  1st of 2006 confirm ed th e  status of Croatia as an 

e q ual participant into th e  European Re search  Area and opened a new  

ch apte r for Croatian scientists in inte rnational collaboration. 

Th e  re search  sector of Croatia is rath e r com plex system  th at consists 

of 6 unive rsitie s, 26 public institute s, 11 re search  centre s in 

industry, 3 academ ie s, 20 college s, 8 polytech nics, one  m ilitary 

re search  centre , 5 tech nology centre s and one  busine ss-innovation 

centre  (MSES, 2006).

Th e  Ministry of Science , Education and Sports (MSES) is th e  

re sponsible  adm inistrative  body for planning, funding and m onitoring 

of th e  overall science  and education system . It w ork s closely w ith  

th e  National Science  Council (NSC) and th e  National Council for 

H igh e r Education (NCH E) th at are  principal advisory bodie s task ed 

w ith  th e  developm ent and q uality of science  and h igh e r education in 

Croatia. In 2000, th e  Croatian Parliam ent passed a law  e stablish ing 

th e  National Foundation for Science , H igh e r Education and 

Tech nological Developm ent (NFS). NFS pre sents th e  first governm ent 

agency re sponsible  for funding scientific and developm ental projects 

in addition to th e  MSES w h ich  used to be  th e  single  financie r for R & D 

in Croatia.

Since  2000, th e  total expenditure  on re search  and developm ent 

(GERD) is constantly grow ing reach ing 1.24 % of BDP in 2004 th at 

places Croatia rath e r h igh  in te rm s of re search  intensity. Croatia is 

am ong th e  leading countrie s in th e  region and above  th e  average  of 

th e  new  Mem be r State s regarding th e  num be r of re search e rs and 

investm ents in R & D.

Th e  state  sector is largely dom inant sector in th e  Croatian R & D 

system , e specially com paring to re search  potentials in a 

tech nologically w eak  private  busine ss sector. Alth ough  th e  

contributions of busine ss sector ve rsus governm ent in both  financing 

and pe rform ing of R & D h ave  evolved in Croatia in recent years, still 

its contribution sh ould be  reve rsed in orde r to provide  sufficient 

busine ss support to R & D. As reported in 2003, th e  busine ss sector 

em ployed 15 % of total re search e rs and financed 42 % of GERD. 

Alth ough  th is ratio is m ore  convenient th an in m any new  Mem be r 

State s, it is still unsatisfactory in com parison to m ore  developed 

countrie s. In addition, re search  intensity in busine ss sector depends 

on investm ents of a few  large  industrial corporations w h ile  th e  

sector of m edium  and sm all sized busine ss is rath e r unde rdeveloped 

in te rm s of re search  and innovation (National Com petitivene ss 

Council, 2003).

ERAW ATCH  is a joint initiative  of th e  DG Re se arch  and th e  Joint 

Re se arch  Ce ntre s (Institute  for Prospe ctive  Te ch nological Studie s, 

IPTS). Th e  inve ntory is update d on a pe riodical basis in coope ration 

w ith  th e  ERAW ATCH  Ne tw ork . Corre sponde nt for Croatia is Jadrank a 

Švarc, Ivo Pilar Institute  

of Social Scie nce s, 

Z agre b.

Le gal Fram e w ork :

Law  on Scie ntific Activitie s and H igh e r Education

Law  on th e  National Foundation for Scie nce , H igh e r Education and 

Te ch nological Developm e nt

Law  on th e  Croatian Acade m y of Scie nce s

Law  on th e  Croatian State  Scie nce  Aw ard

Law s on Prote ction of Intelle ctual Prope rty: Law  on Pate nts, 

Copyrigh t and Relate d Righ ts, Law  on Industrial De signs, Law  on 

Indications of Origins of Products and Se rvice s, e tc.

Law  on th e  Re cognition of Fore ign Education Qualifications

Law  on Profe ssional and Acade m ic Titels

Jadrank a Švarc 

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/9 66.h tm l

Ivo Pilar Institute

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/9 67.h tm l
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http://see-science.eu/link/411.html
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Food, Agriculture  and Fis h e rie s , and 
Biote ch nology as  a Priority Are a in FP7
Th e  Spe cific Program m e  Coope ration of th e  Se ve nth  

Fram e w ork  Program m e  on RTD (FP7) include s th e  

th e m e  'Food, Agriculture  and Fish e rie s, and 

Biote ch nology' (FAFB). In th is are a th e  Europe an 

Com m ission addre sse s th e  follow ing ne e ds:

< Grow ing de m and for safe r, h e alth ie r, h igh e r q uality food

< Sustainable  use  and production of re ne w able  bio-re source s

< Incre asing risk  of e pizootic and zoonotic dise ase s and food relate d 

disorde rs

< Th re ats to th e  sustainability and se curity of agricultural, 

aq uaculture  and fish e rie s production 

< Incre asing de m and for h igh  q uality food, tak ing into account 

anim al w elfare ,  rural and coastal conte xts and re sponse  to 

spe cific die tary ne e ds of consum e rs 

On De ce m be r 22, 2006 tw o calls w e re  publish e d in FAFB, cre ating th e  

possibility to subm it proje ct proposals for acade m ic and industrial 

re se arch e rs, as w ell as 

for Sm all and Me dium -

size d Ente rprise s (SMEs) 

and program m e  

m anage rs/ow ne rs:

Th e  Call FP7-KBBE-2007-1, 

th e  de adline  for proje ct proposal application be ing May 2, 2007, 

addre sse s participants from  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. Th e  

re se arch  are as are  th e  follow ing:

< Sustainable  production and m anage m e nt of biological re source s 

from  land, fore sts and aq uatic e nvironm e nts

< Fork  to farm : food (including se a food),  h e alth  and w ell-be ing

< Life  scie nce s, biote ch nology and bioch e m istry for sustainable  non-

food products and proce sse s

< National Contact Point ne tw ork

Re q uire m e nts for participation and th e  m inim um  num be r of 

participating le gal e ntitie s are  de pe ndant on th e  funding sch e m e , as 

se t out in th e  re spe ctive  'Guide  for Applicants'.

Th e re  is a significant list of re se arch  are as for Spe cific Inte rnational 

Coope ration Actions (SICAs), som e  of w h ich  addre ss all Inte rnational 

Coope ration Partne r Countrie s (ICPCs), w h ile  oth e rs spe cifically 

addre ss th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s!

Th e  follow ing re se arch  topics re q uire  participants particularly from  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s: 

< FP7-KBBE-2007-2-1-02: De veloping re se arch  tools for food 

consum e r scie nce  in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s

< FP7-KBBE-2007-1-4-05: Enlarge m e nt ne tw ork  - agro-e conom ic 

policy analysis of th e  Acce ssion and th e  Candidate  State s and th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s

< FP7-KBBE-2007-1-4-10: Containm e nt of Sh ark a virus in vie w  of EU-

e xpansion 

Th e  Call FP7-ERANET-2007-RTD,
th e  de adline  for application be ing July 31, 2007, is also ope n for 

ICPCs, including th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. Eligible  partne rs for 

th e se  spe cific ERA-NET actions are  program m e  m anage rs and 

program m e  ow ne rs, i.e . le gal e ntitie s w h ich  finance  or m anage  

publicly funde d national or re gional program m e s.

Th e  re se arch  are as are  th e  follow ing:

< Sustainability of all production syste m s: plant h e alth  and crop 

prote ction: ERA-NET for coordination of agricultural re se arch  in 

th e  Me dite rrane an

< Optim ise d anim al h e alth , production and w elfare : ERA-NET for 

coordination of Europe an re se arch  in th e  are a of anim al h e alth

Th is ERA-NET sch e m e  aim s at de veloping and stre ngth e ning th e  

coordination of national and re gional re se arch  program m e s, i.e . 

ne tw ork ing re se arch  program m e s at a re gional and national level, 

w ith  a vie w  to th e ir m utual ope ning and th e  de velopm e nt and 

im ple m e ntation of joint activitie s.

Th e  m inim um  num be r of participants in ERA-NET consortia is th re e  

inde pe nde nt le gal e ntitie s from  diffe re nt Me m be r State s or 

Associate d Countrie s. Afte r fulfilm e nt of th e se  m inim um  crite ria, all 

ICPCs (including W e ste rn Balk an countrie s) can participate  in th is 

sch e m e . Th e  FP7 NCP ne tw ork , FP7 contacts in th ird countrie s and 

th e  spe cific proje cts se t 

out below  offe r support.

Elli Tzatzani-Ste panovic

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/479 .h tm l

Austrian Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/125.h tm l

Au
th

or

Food-N-Co -  W e s te rn Balk an countrie s  include d 
in NCP ne tw ork

A Spe cific Support Action calle d 

Food-N-Co starte d in Fe bruary 2006 

w ith  a duration of th re e  ye ars. It is a coope ration ne tw ork  of 20 

National Contact Points (NCPs) w ith  a spe cial focus on th ird countrie s 

in th e  are as of Food Quality and Safe ty as w ell as Food, Agriculture  

and Biote ch nology. Th e  proje ct aim s to give  m ore  visibility to 

re se arch e rs, re se arch  organisations and SMEs in th e se  are as in orde r 

to form  EU proje cts w ith  inte rnational consortia. Partne r se arch  w ill 

be  facilitate d, se m inars organise d and pe rsonal contacts e stablish e d 

th rough  th is initiative .

Th e  Food-N-Co consortium  also issue s a q uarte rly ele ctronic 

ne w sle tte r. It actively inform s NCPs and scie ntists all ove r th e  w orld 

about th e  opportunitie s for Inte rnational Coope ration Partne r 

Countrie s (ICPCs, form e r INCO countrie s) to participate  in Europe an 

re se arch  on Food, Agriculture  and Biote ch nology.

Via h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/1006.h tm l you can find m ore  

inform ation about th is Spe cific Support Action, th e  partne rs involve d 

(including partne rs form  

Croatia and Se rbia) and 

its se rvice s.

Birgit Ste ininge r

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/9 74.h tm l

Austrian Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/125.h tm l

Au
th

or

SICAs in FAFB

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/756.h tm l

Relevant w ork  program m e

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/716.h tm l

Li
nk

s

http://see-science.eu/news/756.html
http://see-science.eu/doc/716.html
http://see-science.eu/users/479.html
http://see-science.eu/org/125.html
http://see-science.eu/org/1006.html
http://see-science.eu/users/974.html
http://see-science.eu/org/125.html
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BALKAN AGRO FOOD NETW ORK 

Th e  agrifood com m unity from  th e  W e s te rn 
Balk an is  ge tting re ady for FP7

An inform ation platform  ide ntifying k e y playe rs 

in th e  agricultural and food re se arch  se ctor h as 

be e n se t up at w w w.bafn.e u w ith in th e  FP6 

proje ct BALKAN AGRO FOOD NETW ORK (BAFN). 

Th e  proje ct aim s at facilitating th e  participation of re se arch e rs from  

th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in th e  EU re se arch  program m e s of th e  

agricultural and food se ctor. Th e  proje ct, supporte d by th e  Europe an 

Com m ission unde r FP6, starte d on May 1, 2006 and runs for tw o 

ye ars. Partne rs from  Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, Se rbia and FYR 

of Mace donia, as w ell as organisations from  Bulgaria, H ungary and 

Gre e ce  participate  in th e  proje ct. It is coordinate d by Euroq uality, a 

consulting com pany e stablish e d in Paris. More  th an 460 re se arch  

te am s and 520 private  com panie s h ave  be e n ide ntifie d in Albania, 

Bosnia and H e rze govina, Croatia, Se rbia and FYR of Mace donia. At th e  

be ginning of January 2007, th e  BAFN database  alre ady containe d 

de taile d inform ation about m ore  th an 225 re se arch  groups, 535 

re se arch e rs and 105 com panie s. Th e se  dire ctorie s h elp to ide ntify 

spe cific com pe te ncie s in South  East Europe  and initiate  coope rations. 

Th ose  w h o re giste r be ne fit from  e arly w arning and are  inform e d 

re gularly about th e  opportunitie s offe re d by th e  Europe an Union.

Oth e r m ajor outputs of BAFN include  a m apping re port, ide ntifying 

th e  re se arch  pote ntial in th e  field of agricultural and food re se arch  

and a re com m e ndation re port ide ntifying possible  future  support 

policie s and priority re se arch  are as, conside re d as th e  priority are as 

for agricultural and food re se arch  coope ration. Th e  re port w ill be  a 

contribution to th e  im ple m e ntation of th e  EU-Balk an Countrie s Action 

Plan in Scie nce  and 

Te ch nology.

EU-Balk an-FABNET – Training on FP7

Th e  EU-Balk an-FABNET proje ct, launch e d in January  2007, aim s at 

e ncouraging stronge r participation of W e ste rn Balk an re se arch  

organisations in FP7 funde d re se arch  proje cts. It com ple m e nts th e  

actions unde rtak e n by its siste r proje ct, th e  Balk an Agro Food 

Ne tw ork  (BAFN).

EU-Balk an-FABNET h as ide ntifie d and incorporate d k e y National 

Contact Points and e xpe rie nce d m ultiplie rs in Albania, Bosnia and 

H e rze govina, Croatia, Monte ne gro, FYR of Mace donia, and Se rbia as 

partne rs, w h o w ill participate  in m apping, ne tw ork ing, training and 

aw are ne ss-raising activitie s. Th e se  partne rs re pre se nt gate  k e e pe rs 

for th e ir country's re spe ctive  re se arch  com m unitie s. Th e y are  

supporte d by partne rs from  Belgium , Bulgaria, France , Gre e ce  and 

Italy.

Th e  targe t groups w ill re ce ive  assistance  w ith  FP7-relate d q ue rie s on 

a one -to-one  basis, such  as th e  se arch  for suitable  partne rs, or 

support for participation in m ajor inte rnational eve nts. Furth e rm ore , 

th e  proje ct partne rs w ill be  able  to actively prom ote  th e  ne tw ork ing 

of local re se arch e rs and act as a conduit of inform ation e xch ange .

Each  partne r in th e  proje ct is re sponsible  for organising th re e  

w ork sh ops for th e ir local audie nce . Th e  first w ork sh op w ill targe t 

local m ultiplie rs, w h o could h elp in m otivating th e  re se arch  

com m unity. Th e  oth e r tw o w ork sh ops w ill targe t re se arch e rs. 

Furth e rm ore , th e  partne rs w ill com pile  an ele ctronic h andbook  to 

furth e r e xte nd th e  re ach  of th e  proje ct to pote ntial FP7 participants. 

Th e  h andbook  w ill cove r basic inform ation, such  as proje ct funding 

type s, and w ill be  translate d into th e  language  of e ach  partne r in th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. A proje ct w e bsite  is curre ntly in 

pre paration and w ill soon be  available  on w w w.balk an-fabne t.e u. For 

furth e r de tails contact 

th e  proje ct coordinator 

Gorgias Garofalak is at 

info@ e tat.gr

Olivie r Ch artie r, Europroje ct

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/39 7.h tm l

BAFN - Balk an Agro Food Ne tw ork

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/39 8.h tm l

Au
th

or Gorgias Garofalak is

ETAT S.A. - Food Industrial Re se arch  

and Te ch nological Developm e nt 

Com pany

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/9 36.h tm l

Au
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or

W BC Participation in FP6 Priority 5

15.9  m illion e uro w e re  allocate d for Inte rnational 

Coope ration in th e  th e m atic are a 5. 'Food Quality and 

Safe ty' of FP6. 53 diffe re nt th ird countrie s participate d, 

w ith  Croatia be ing one  of th e  m ost succe ssful se ve n (th e  

top 3 w e re  Ch ina, Brazil and Arge ntina). In total 29 3 

partne rs from  th ird countrie s participate d in sele cte d 

proje cts.

In com parison w ith  oth e r re gions, th e re  w e re  m ore  W BC 

participants in th is th e m atic are a th an organisations from  

th e  Russia/NIS re gion or th e  Africa/Pacific/Caribbe an 

re gion. Me dite rrane an countrie s, Asia and Latin Am e rica 

w e re  m ore  succe ssful th ough . No W BC partne r succe e de d 

in be ing  sele cte d in th e  top up call.

Th is inform ation on th e  participation of th e  W BCs in FP6 

h as be e n provide d by Je an-François Malje an (DG Re se arch , 

Dire ctorate  E 'Food, Agriculture  and Biote ch nology').

http://see-science.eu/users/397.html
http://see-science.eu/org/398.html
http://see-science.eu/users/936.html
http://www.balkan-fabnet.eu
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SEE-ERA.NET Scie ntific W ork s h ops
In th e  be ginning of Fe bruary 2007, th e  South e ast Europe an Era-Ne t 

(SEE-ERA.NET) organise d th re e  scie ntific w ork sh ops. Invite d by 

fourte e n national SEE-ERA.NET partne rs (th e  m ajority of th e m  are  th e  

re spe ctive  m inistrie s), four to six re se arch e rs pe r country w e re  able  

to use  th e se  e ve nts for e xte nsive  ne tw ork ing in orde r to form  

consortia and pre pare  future  proje ct applications. 

Outcom e  of th e  w ork s h ops

Ove r 150 re se arch e rs from  th e  14 SEE-ERA.NET partne r countrie s 

participate d in th e  w ork sh ops and m ore  th an 70 concre te  proje ct-

proposal ide as w ith  alre ady form e d consortia w e re  pre se nte d. Th e y 

w ill now  be  transform e d into proje ct applications in th e  fram e w ork  of 

th e  Pilot Joint Call or th e y could be  th e  starting point for pote ntial 

participations in FP7. Th e  w ork sh ops w e re  accom panie d by inte nsive  

m e dia cove rage  in th e  countrie s, w ith  th e  ne w s be ing publish e d on 

TV and in th e  pre ss. 

SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call 

Th e  e ve nts are  an accom panying m e asure  to th e  SEE-ERA.NET Pilot 

Joint Call 'Ne tw ork ing w ith  South e ast Europe '. W ith  a de adline  on 

March  31, 2007, th is call provide s national funding for joint proje ct 

applications from  fourte e n m inistrie s in th e  re gion. Applicants h ave  

to form  proje ct consortia th at consist (according to proje ct type ) of 

th re e  to five  partne rs from  diffe re nt countrie s, including partne rs 

from  a W e ste rn Balk an country. 

More  inform ation about th e  SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call, th e  

m e m be rs of th e  SEE-ERA.NET National Contact Point ne tw ork  and th e  

online  application tool 

can be  found at: 

h ttp://w w w.se e -

e ra.ne t/pjc 

Florian Grube r

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/114.h tm l

Ce ntre  for Social Innovation

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/29 .h tm l

Au
th

or

Topics  and locations  of th e  w ork s h ops
Environm e nt

Environm e ntal Te ch nologie s:

FYR of Mace donia, Fe bruary 5-7, 2007

Organise r: Ministry of Education and Scie nce , FYR of Mace donia

Food, Agriculture  and Biote ch nology

Sustainable  Production and Manage m e nt:

Monte ne gro and Croatia, Fe bruary 6-8, 2007

Organise r: Ministry of Education and Scie nce , Monte ne gro

Inform ation and Com m unication Te ch nologie s

Applications Re se arch :

Se rbia, Fe bruary 12-14, 2007

Organise r: Ministry of Scie nce  and Environm e ntal Prote ction, Se rbia

http://see-science.eu/useres/114.html
http://see-science.eu/org/29.html
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EC Fact-Finding M is s ion to Podgorica
On January 18-19 , 2007, th e  Europe an Com m ission re pre se nte d by 

Tania Frie de rich s (Dire ctorate  Ge ne ral for Re se arch ) and Giancarlo 

Caratti (Joint Re se arch  Ce ntre ) visite d Monte ne gro and m e t w ith  

officials from  th e  Ministry of Education and Scie nce , Se cre tariat for 

Europe an Inte gration, th e  Unive rsity of Monte ne gro and m e m be rs of 

th e  Council for th e  Scie ntific-Re se arch  Activitie s. Th e y also visite d 

laboratorie s and m e t re pre se ntative s of th e  re se arch  com m unity. 

During th e  m ission it be cam e  cle ar th at Monte ne gro is de te rm ine d to 

m ak e  re se arch  a h igh  priority on th e  political age nda. Monte ne gro h as 

pote ntial in Inform ation and Environm e ntal Te ch nologie s and of 

course  sh ould develop all are as w h ich  w ill facilitate  com pliance  w ith  

EU te ch nical re q uire m e nts and standards (acquis). Th e  m ission also 

allow e d for th e  e xplaination of th e  im portant role  th at th e  JRC 

fulfills w ith  conce rning com pliance  w ith  EU le gislation and policy.

Follow ing th is m ission, Monte ne gro confirm e d its inte re st in be ing 

associate d to th e  Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e  (FP7).

Th e  inte rnal proce dure  is unde r pre paration but e ntry into force  of 

th e  Association Me m orandum  m ay tak e  som e  tim e  pe nding th e  

adoption of th e  Stabilisation and Association Agre e m e nt w h ich  is a 

pre -re q uisite  to adopt th e  FP7 Me m orandum  of Unde rstanding. Th e  

EC is m ak ing e ve ry e ffort to e nsure  e ntry into force  in th e  com ing 

m onth s (m id 2007). (Inform ation provide d by Tania Frie de rich s, EC, 

DG Re se arch )

Structuring Re s e arch  and H igh e r 
Education in Kos ovo
Th e  syste m  of re se arch  in Kosovo is in its e arly stage s, not le ast 

be cause  of th e  poor situation in h igh e r e ducation in Kosovo. Private  

unive rsitie s w ith  little  or no re se arch  activitie s are  m ush room ing, 

w h ile  th e  large st public unive rsity in Kosovo, th e  Unive rsity of 

Prish tina (UP), is confronte d w ith  a strong ne e d for inte rnal re form . 

H ow e ve r, w ith  th e  inauguration of th e  ne w  re ctor, Profe ssor Enve r 

H asani, in sum m e r last ye ar, a pe riod of unce rtainty in th e  le ade rsh ip 

of th e  unive rsity e nde d and th e  inte rnational com m unity se e m s again 

re ady to support th e  upcom ing ch ange  proce sse s. In front of th is 

back ground, th e  Fe de ral Ministry of Fore ign Affairs of th e  Re public of 

Austria, th e  Austrian Fe de ral Ministry of Education, Scie nce  and 

Culture  (bm bw k ) and UNMIK acting on be h alf and for th e  be ne fit of 

th e  provisional institutions of self-gove rnm e nt in Kosovo (Ministry for 

Education, Scie nce  and Te ch nology MEST) h ave  de cide d on a 

com pre h e nsive  re form  proje ct w h ose  ope rations starte d in Fe bruary 

2007. Th e  3-ye ars’ proje ct, w h ich  is finance d by th e  Austrian 

De velopm e nt Age ncy, th e  bm bw k  and th e  MEST, tack le s th e  follow ing 

issue s:

< support for th e  im prove m e nt of th e  Kosovo Accre ditation Age ncy 

and th e  ENIC/NARIC syste m  in orde r to profe ssionalise  th e  syste m  

of accre ditation of h igh e r e ducation institutions and acade m ic 

re cognition along Europe an standards and practice s, 

< support for sele cte d UP facultie s and staff to upgrade  m anage rial, 

te ach ing and re se arch  capacitie s,

< support for th e  im ple m e ntation of th e  Kosovo Council of Re se arch  

and Te ch nology for th e  gove rnance  and conduct of RTD in Kosovo,

< support for th e  de velopm e nt of scie nce -industry link s th rough  th e  

e stablish m e nt of a Ce ntre  for Innovation Support and Te ch nology 

Transfe r at th e  MEST,

< support for th e  conne ction of th e  Kosovar h igh e r e ducation and 

re se arch  syste m  to Europe an proce sse s by e stablish ing th e  Kosovo 

Ce ntre  for Inte rnational H igh e r Education, Re se arch  and 

Te ch nology Co-ope ration,

< prom otion of collaborative  RTD in th e  re gion (im ple m e nte d by th e  

Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  Liaison Office s)

< and, finally, dire ct support for th e  MEST in te rm s of se ctor 

program m ing.

Th e  final inte nde d be ne ficiarie s are  about 45,000 stude nts of public 

and private  unive rsitie s, around 80 profe ssors from  th e  UP and 50 

Kosovar e nte rprise s w h ich  w ill be  se rvice d by te ch nology audits and 

te ch nology transfe r 

activitie s.

Klaus Sch uch

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/115.h tm l

Ce ntre  for Social Innovation

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/29 .h tm l
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H igh  Spe e d Inte rne t for Re s e arch e rs  in 
Bos nia and H e rz e govina
Since  January 2007, a ne w  cross-borde r dark  fibre  cable  h as be e n 

providing h igh  spe e d inte rne t conne ction for th e  re se arch  com m unity 

in Bosnia and H e rze govina. Th e  Unive rsity of Banja Luk a is th e  first 

unive rsity to be  conne cte d, h aving fulfille d all contractual 

obligations. Th e  initiative  is part of th e  South  Easte rn Europe an 

Re se arch  and Education Ne tw ork  (SEEREN2) th at aim s to dim inish  th e  

'digital divide ' th at still se parate s m ost of th e  South  East Europe an 

countrie s from  th e  re st of th e  contine nt. SEEREN2 aim s to cre ate  th e  

ne xt ge ne ration of th e  South  East Europe an se gm e nt of GEANT, th at 

inte nds to m ak e  le ading-e dge  te ch nologie s and se rvice s available  to 

th e  e ntire  re se arch /e ducation com m unitie s and all scie ntific se ctors, 

w ith out discrim ination be tw e e n use rs, and h elping in th is w ay to 

build th e  e xte nde d Europe an Re se arch  Are a.

Th e  link  h as be e n de ploye d as a re sult of m onth ly e fforts by all th e  

BiH  partne rs and th e  National Re se arch  and Education Ne tw ork s of 

Gre e ce  (GRNET) and Se rbia (AMRES). Th e  fibre s are  le ase d from  

Tele k om  Srbija and Tele k om  Srpsk a, w h ilst th e  com m unication 

e q uipm e nts h ave  be e n provide d by Me riton Ne tw ork s.

Th e  re alisation of th e  ne w  link  is of significant adde d-value  as th e  

inclusion of BiH  to th e  back bone  ne tw ork  leve rage s th e  Europe an 

dim e nsion in th e  e xe cution of th e  proje ct and supports th e  

de velopm e nt of h um an re source s and transfe r of k now -h ow  via 

coope ration w ith  oth e r 

acade m ic com m unitie s 

in th e  Balk ans and 

w orldw ide .

Dim itra Kotsok alis

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/89 3.h tm l

Gre e k  Re se arch  Te ch nology Ne tw ork  

S.A. (GRNET)

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/871.h tm l
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W BC Ne e ds  m e e t 
Exis ting Offe rs
Th e  se e -scie nce .e u 

Inform ation Office  produce d 

a study scre e ning 

inte rnational RTD funding 

program m e s on th e ir 

relevance  and 

corre sponde nce  to e xisting 

ne e ds of W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s in RTD. 

As such , th e  study is m e ant 

to be  a h andbook  for 

re se arch e rs, policy m ak e rs 

and inte rm e diarie s w h o are  

look ing to find support for 

th e ir m ost prom ine nt ne e ds, 

such  as support for RTD 

infrastructure , m obility, 

e nh ance m e nt of RTD capacity 

of industry and SMEs, support 

for basic/applie d re se arch , 

institution building e tc. At 

th e  sam e  tim e , th e  study 

offe rs a concise  ove rvie w  of 

e xisting program m e s for th e  

W BCs, such  as FP7, IPA, COST, 

LIFE+ , NATO SPS, UNESCO 

initiative s, unilate ral RTD 

program m e s e tc.

“It w as an inte re sting task  to 

set th e se  tw o factors into 

relation and to q uantify and 

q ualify th e  corre spondence  

of existing program m e s and 

RTD ne eds of W BC. Th e  

m atrix allow s th e  

identification of m ajor gaps, 

w h e re  th e  offe red 

program m e s do not m e et th e  

ne eds and it allow s th e  

definition of areas for 

im provem ent, areas w h e re  

force s ne ed to be  joined, 

both  at regional and EU 

level, in orde r to re inforce  

th e  integration of W BC into 

European RTD program m e s 

and to support th e ir 

developm ent on th e  w ay to 

k now ledge  based, prospe rous 

econom ie s”, says Evelina 

Santa, th e  auth or of th e  

study (Austrian Re se arch  

Prom otion Age ncy, FFG).

Th e  re sulting Ne e ds/Offe r 

Matrix is available  online  

now : h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/doc/1005.h tm l

COST builds  Scie nce  and Te ch nology ne tw ork s
COST (Th e  Europe an Coope ration in th e  field of Scie ntific and 

Te ch nical Re se arch ), an inte rgove rnm e ntal Europe an initiative , is an 

active  partne r in th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a and aim s to foste r 

coope ration be tw e e n nationally-funde d re se arch  activitie s. COST Actions are  ne tw ork s of scie ntists re ce iving 

support to e nable  th e m  to coope rate  and late r to disse m inate  th e  re sults of th e ir coope ration. Existing COST 

Actions ope rate  across a w ide  spe ctrum  of scie ntific fields, and can be  m ulti-disciplinary in nature . 

Follow ing th e  'bottom -up' principle , th e  scie ntists th e m selve s propose  ne w  Actions, m ak ing COST an 

attractive  forum  for ne w  and e m e rging topics. Since  COST funds th e  ne tw ork ing activitie s and not th e  

re se arch  itself, ne w  partne rs can join th rough out th e  life  of an Action as th e  field develops. 

COST, w h ich  w as launch e d in 19 71, h as de velope d into one  of th e  large st fram e w ork s for re se arch  

coope ration in Europe  involving som e  30,000 scie ntists from  35 COST m e m be r countrie s. On th e  basis of 

m utual be ne fit, COST also w elcom e s institutions from  non-COST countrie s and from  non-gove rnm e ntal 

organisations to participate . 

As a pre cursor to advance d m ultidisciplinary re se arch , COST is anticipating and com ple m e nting th e  

activitie s of th e  EU RTD Fram e w ork  Program m e s, constituting a 'bridge ' tow ards th e  scie ntific com m unitie s 

of e m e rging countrie s, incre asing th e  m obility of re se arch e rs across Europe  and foste ring th e  e stablish m e nt 

of 'Ne tw ork s of Excelle nce ' in its nine  scie ntific dom ains: Biom e dicine  and Mole cular Bioscie nce s; Food and 

Agriculture ; Fore sts, th e ir Products and Se rvice s; Mate rials, Ph ysics and Nanoscie nce s; Ch e m istry and 

Mole cular Scie nce s and Te ch nologie s; Earth  Syste m  Scie nce  and Environm e ntal Manage m e nt; Inform ation 

and Com m unication Te ch nologie s; Transport and Urban De velopm e nt; Individuals, Socie ty, Culture  and 

H e alth . 

Th e  coope ration h as an annual budge t of around 20 m illion e uro, but it facilitate s re se arch  value d at a 

h undre d tim e s th is figure . 

In re ce nt ye ars, th e  Balk an countrie s w ith  th e  e xce ption of Albania and Bosnia and H e rze govina h ave  joine d 

COST. Today, th e se  countrie s are  actively participating in ne arly all th e  200 running COST Actions. Th us, 

se ve ral h undre d re se arch e rs from  th is re gion re pre se nt th e ir countrie s in th e  Manage m e nt Com m itte e s or 

are  oth e rw ise  involve d in th e  activitie s of th e  running Actions.

In th e  fram e w ork  of th e  last Ministe rial Confe re nce  h eld in 2003 in Dubrovnik , m iniste rs re sponsible  for 

COST agre e d to stre ngth e n coope ration w ith  th ose  countrie s of th e  W e ste rn Balk an w h ich  h ad not ye t joine d 

COST. Th e  'Ne ar Ne igh bour Policy' of COST now  also allow s th e  

financing of e xpe rts from  th e  non-COST countrie s of th is 

re gion.

For m ore  inform ation, in particular inform ation relate d to th e  

Actions, ple ase  visit th e  COST w e bsite .

COST Ope n Call for Propos als

COST invite s re se arch e rs th rough out Europe  to subm it proposals for re se arch  ne tw ork s and ne w  COST Actions 

contributing to th e  scie ntific, e conom ic, cultural or socie tal developm e nt of Europe . Proposals playing a 

pre cursor role  to oth e r Europe an program m e s involving ide as of young groups are  e spe cially w elcom e . Th e  

w e bsite  of COST Ope n Call for Proposals provide s link s to th e  subm ission form  for ne w  proposals, furth e r 

inform ation re garding full te xt of th e  call and re garding th e  sele ction proce dure  as w ell as a list of ne w  

Actions.

A tw o stage  proce ss w ill be  follow e d in th e  asse ssm e nt proce dure s. 'Prelim inary Proposals' sh ould provide  a 

brie f ove rvie w  on th e  Action and its pote ntial im pact. A pre -sele ction w ill rank  th e  re m aining 'Prelim inary 

Proposals' and about 75 of th e se  w ill be  invite d to subm it a 'Full Proposal'. Th e  ne xt colle ction date  for 

'Prelim inary Proposals' is March  30, 2007. Eve ry ye ar 

approxim ately 50 ne w  Actions w ill be  approve d. Th e  ave rage  

financial support is approxim ately 9 0,000 e uro pe r ye ar ove r a 

four ye ar pe riod.

Günth e r Sie gel

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/163.h tm l

COST

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/468.h tm l
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COST W e bsite

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/468.h tm l

COST - Ope n Calls for Proposals

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /9 72.h tm l
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w ill re ce ive  approxim ately 5-6 e m ails issue d around tw o tim e s a 

w e e k . In orde r to subscribe  se nd a blank  e m ail to: 

balk ans-subscribe @ yah oogroups.com

Im p@ct

Im p@ ct is a m onth ly e Ne w sle tte r from  th e  Eurore gional Ce ntre  for 

De m ocracy in Rom ania th at I h igh ly re com m e nd. It spre ads 

inform ation in English  about funding opportunitie s and e ve nt 

announce m e nts in South  East Europe ; to subscribe  se nd an e m ail to:

im pact-subscribe @ h ost.re gionalne t.org (do not try to subscribe  on 

th e  w e bsite  as th is is rath e r com plicate d).

Ne w s from  inte rnationale -k oope ration.de

Th is inform ation portal of  th e  Inte rnational Bure au of th e  Ge rm an 

Fe de ral Ministry of Education and Re se arch  provide s e m ail ale rts in 

Ge rm an and English  on inte rnational coope ration in e ducation and 

re se arch . 

At h ttp://w w w.inte rnationale -k oope ration.de /e m ailabo.ph p you can 

sele ct are as of inte re st to you and you can late r m odify your inte re st 

profile  at any tim e . Th e  inform ation provide d h as a focus on Ge rm any.

Acade m ic Inform ation Ne tw ork  of South  East Europe  (AINSEE)

Th e  AINSEE daily ne w sle tte r h as be e n de velope d to provide  up-to-

date  inform ation about h igh e r e ducation in South  East Europe  to th e  

acade m ic population. At th e  m om e nt th e  ne w sle tte r is only publish e d 

sporadically. 

To subscribe  go to h ttp://w w w.ainse e .info/inde x.ph p 

e -Ne tw ork  of Acade m ia in Social Scie nce s (e -NASS)

e -NASS aim s to de e pe n inte raction w ith in th e  acade m ic com m unity of 

sch olars, profe ssionals and stude nts from  all branch e s and sub-

discipline s of th e  social scie nce s in SEE and be yond. Th e  list is not 

m ode rate d, but th ose  w ith  a big inbox w ill ge t inte re sting 

inform ation th rough  th is se rvice . It is publish e d in Turk ish  and English . 

To subscribe  se nd an e m ail to: e -nass-subscribe @ yah oogroups.com

Balk an W om e n

Balk an W om e n and Frie nds is an ele ctronic e m ail group to facilitate  

discussions and e xch ange s of inform ation be tw e e n social scie ntists 

and oth e rs w h o conduct re se arch  about w om e n in th e  Balk ans. Th e  

inform ation is focuse d on ge nde r aspe cts and w om e n, but th e  

inform ation is som e w h at sim ilar to th at from  Balk an Acade m ic Ne w s. 

Subscribe  by se nding an e m ail to:

Balk anW om e n-subscribe @ yah oogroups.com  

Ne w sle tte r di BalcaniCoope razione

Publish e d in Italian, th is ne w sle tte r provide s inform ation w ith  a 

strong focus on th e  Italian re gions and th e ir coope ration w ith  th e  

Balk an countrie s, including social, e conom ic and scie ntific 

coope ration. It also publish e s calls for proje ct proposals. Subscribe  

for th e  ne w sle tte r at:

h ttp://w w w.balcanicoo

pe razione .it

Ne w sle tte rs  -  H ow  to ge t th e  
inform ation you ne e d
(and not m ore )

One  of th e  conse q ue nce s of th e  inform ation age  is th e  w e alth  of 

inform ation th at you can re ce ive  about ne arly any topic. Th e re  are  

se ve ral e Journals, e Ne w sle tte rs, and e Ne w sgroups th at distribute  

ne w s about re se arch  and h igh e r e ducation topics in South  East 

Europe . One  big advantage  of th e  ele ctronic se rvice s is th e  spe e d in 

w h ich  ne w s ge ts around, but som e tim e s th e  am ount of inform ation 

can be  som e w h at ove rw h elm ing, for e xam ple  w h e n your inbox is 

bursting w ith  m e ssage s afte r only a th re e  days vacation. Th e re fore , it 

is ne ce ssary to adjust th e  sele ction of th e  inform ation provide rs to 

your inte re sts and tim e -budge t. Th e  follow ing profile s sh ould h elp 

you to do th is, but ple ase  note  th at th e  sele ction and th e  asse ssm e nts 

provide d h e re  are  base d on th e  pe rsonal opinions of th e  auth or.

e Journal of th e  Inform ation Office  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  on 

Re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s

Th e  te am  from  th is publication w ith  th e  w ordy nam e  provide s 

inform ation four tim e s a ye ar about late st de velopm e nts in re se arch  

and re se arch  policy in th e  re gion of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s and 

South  East Europe . As you are  at th e  m om e nt h olding th e  late st issue  

in your h ands (or re ading it on your com pute r), I unde rstand th at you 

are  fam iliar w ith  th e  be ne fits of our publication. 

Furth e r subscriptions can be  m ade  at: 

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/e journal/list 

CORDIS - Com m unity Re se arch  &  De ve lopm e nt Inform ation Se rvice

Th e  Com m unity Re se arch  &  De velopm e nt Inform ation Se rvice  for th e  

Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e  on RTD (FP7) is th e  supplie r of 

official ne w s and provide s se ve ral se rvice s: 

CORDIS Expre ss is a w e e k ly brie fing on Europe an re se arch  and 

innovation ne w s, com bining h igh ligh ts of th e  w e e k 's ne w s on 

Europe an innovation and re se arch  w ith  a sum m ary of particularly 

im portant national or re gional initiative s. 

Th e  CORDIS focus Ne w sle tte r is a m agazine  bringing toge th e r 

sele cte d article s of particular im portance  from  th e  CORDIS Ne w s 

Se rvice . You can ge t it online  or in pape r ve rsion. 

CORDIS W ire  is a platform  for Europe an innovation and re se arch  

stak e h olde rs to disse m inate  inform ation and pre ss rele ase s about 

th e ir ow n activitie s. It can be  found at: 

h ttp://cordis.e uropa.e u/ne w s/

Balk an Acade m ic Ne w s (BAN)

Balk an Acade m ic Ne w s is an ele ctronic e m ail group e ncom passing 

ove r 1,300 sch olars, activists, gove rnm e nt officials, stude nts and 

oth e rs de aling w ith  or inte re ste d in th e  e xch ange  of acade m ic 

inform ation in th e  Balk ans. 

It distribute s calls for pape rs, confe re nce  announce m e nts, book  

re vie w s, q ue rie s and acade m ic discussions on th e  re gion. Th is list is 

one  of th e  be st source s for inform ation; as th is list is m ode rate d you 

Florian Grube r

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/114.h tm l

Ce ntre  for Social Innovation

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/29 .h tm l
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Spotligh ts

Budape s t Round Table

Th e  'Budape st Round Table ' is an annual eve nt organise d by th e  

Europe an Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts. It is an ope n discussion 

be tw e e n th e  young and olde r ge ne rations, th e  focus be ing on curre nt 

pre ssing  issue s.

Th e  m ost re ce nt topic unde r discussion w as 'Entre pre ne ursh ip'. 

Stude nts, e ntre pre ne urs and profe ssors from  13 countrie s atte nde d, 

including participants from  th e  Balk an re gion: Croatia, Gre e ce , 

Rom ania and Slove nia. (Inform ation provide d by Gilbe rt Fayl)

Tim e line  for Ne w  TEM PUS Program m e

Afte r th e  e nd of TEMPUS III in De ce m be r 2006, th e  pre paration for its 

succe ssor is unde r w ay. Th e  tim eline  w ill probably be : 

->  March  5-6, 2007: de cision-m e e ting about th e  ne w  program m e  by 

EC and th e  EU Me m be r State s on m iniste rial level

->  Mid-2007: publication of th e  ne w  program m e

->  Nove m be r, De ce m be r 2007: first de adline  for proje ct proposals

ERASM US-M UNDUS: Ne w  H om e page

Th e  ne w  w e b-pre se ntation of ERASMUS-MUNDUS, th e  EC co-ope ration 

and m obility program m e  w ith  th ird countrie s in th e  field of h igh e r 

e ducation, is now  online . You can acce ss it via h ttp://se e -

scie nce .e u/link /9 9 8.h tm l

At th e  m om e nt th e  inform ation is give n only in English , to be  

follow e d in th e  com ing m onth s by Fre nch , Ge rm an, Italian, and 

Spanish  translations.

Th e  Ce ntral- and Eas te rn Europe an Ne tw ork  
CEEN 

Th e  Ce ntral and Easte rn Europe an Ne tw ork  CEEN is a platform  for 

dialogue  am ong th e  pre side nts (or th e ir pe rsonal re pre se ntative s) of 

National Acade m ie s of Scie nce s from  Ce ntral and South  Easte rn 

Europe . CEEN w as e stablish e d in 2003 by th e  Europe an Acade m y of 

Scie nce s and Arts w ith  re fe re nce  to th e  EU e nlarge m e nt. Me m be rs 

include  th e  Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts of Bosnia and H e rze govina, 

th e  Croatian Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts, th e  Mace donian Acade m y 

of Scie nce s and Arts, th e  Monte ne grin Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts, 

th e  Se rbian Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts, re spe ctive  institutions in 

Bulgaria, th e  Cze ch  Re public, H ungary, Latvia, Poland, th e  Slovak  

Re public and Slove nia as w ell as th e  W orld Acade m y of Art and 

Scie nce . Th e  m ain aim  of CEEN is to support th e  furth e r inte gration 

of th e  re gion into th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a. Invite d gue sts join th e  

re gular m e e tings of th e  ne tw ork , e .g. officials from  th e  Europe an 

Com m ission, th e  Europe an Parliam e nt or re pre se ntative s from  

stak e h olde rs such  as SEE-ERA.NET. In 2007, one  of th e  m e e tings w ill 

be  organise d by th e  

Monte ne grin Acade m y of 

Scie nce s and Arts (June  

1, 2007).

STI Indicators  in South  Eas t Europe

A w ork sh op e ntitle d “Scie nce , Te ch nology and Innovation Indicators: 

Tre nds and Ch alle nge s in South  Easte rn Europe ” w ill be  organise d by 

th e  UNESCO Office  in Ve nice  (BRESCE) in coope ration w ith  th e  

UNESCO Institute  of Statistics in Montréal (UIS, Canada) and w ith  th e  

financial support of UNESCO and th e  Italian Gove rnm e nt. Th e  

w ork sh op w ill be  h eld March  27-31, 2007 in Sk opje  (FYR of 

Mace donia).

It aim s at bringing toge th e r m iniste rial officials and te ch nical officials 

re sponsible  for STI (Scie nce , Te ch nology and Innovation) statistics in 

orde r to: analyse  re ce nt inte rnational tre nds conce rning STI relevant 

statistics and indicators and th e ir role  in scie nce  policy-m ak ing; 

stre ngth e n national capacitie s for th e  production of q uality STI 

statistics and indicators in SEE; prom ote  close  inte raction be tw e e n 

policy-m ak e rs and statistical office rs; raise  aw are ne ss for e vide nce -

base d S& T policy m ak ing; and sh are  e xpe rie nce  and foste r re gional co-

ope ration am ong policy-m ak e rs and statistical office rs from  SEE 

countrie s.

Th e  participants addre sse d are  te ch nical officials re sponsible  for S& T 

statistics in th e  National Statistical Office s and Ministe rial Office rs 

from  Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Monte ne gro, 

th e  Form e r Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia, Rom ania, Se rbia, and 

Turk e y, as w ell as h igh -level spe cialists from  UNESCO, UIS, OECD, 

EUROSTAT, UNIDO e tc.

For inform ation on th e  

w ork sh op, contact Iulia 

Ne ch ifor at UNESCO.

ERA W ESTBALKAN+  M e e ts  Stak e h olde rs

Th e  succe ssor to  th e  proje ct 

ERA W ESTBALKAN, w h ich  ran 

from  2004-2006, be gan on 

January 17, 2007. Th e  aim  of 

th e  original proje ct w as to 

build up and e nh ance  th e  

capacitie s of FP7 National 

Contact Points (NCP) in th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s 

and to develop a database  of W e stbalk an re se arch e rs. Th e  

continuation of th e  proje ct, calle d 'ERA W ESTBALKAN+ ', also funde d 

by th e  INCO program m e  of FP6, w ill furth e r de velop th e  NCP 

coope ration. Th e  proje ct h as also be e n e nlarge d by additional 

partne rs from  Croatia and Albania. At th e  outse t, one  m ajor aim  w as 

im m e diately addre sse d: th e  ne tw ork ing w ith  stak e h olde rs in th e  EU 

Me m be r State s. Th e  proje ct co-ordinator FFG (Austrian Re se arch  

Prom otion Age ncy) organise d toge th e r w ith  th e  Z SI (Ce ntre  for Social 

Innovation) a m e e ting 

of ERA W ESTBALKAN+  

w ith  stak e h olde rs from  

Austria (se e  picture ).

Gilbe rt Fayl

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/886.h tm l

Ce ntral- and Easte rn Europe an Ne tw ork

Europe an Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/888.h tm l

Au
th

or Elli Tzatzani-Ste panovic

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/606.h tm l

Austrian Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/125.h tm l

Au
th

or

Link  to th e  provisional program m e

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /1003.h tm l

Iulia Ne ch ifor

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/234.h tm l
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http://see-science.eu/link/1003.html
http://see-science.eu/users/234.html
http://see-science.eu/link/998.html
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Th e  Ce ntral and Eas te rn Europe an Ne tw ork  of Acade m ie s  of Scie nce  

Th e  publication of th e  Ce ntral and Easte rn Europe an Ne tw ork  of Acade m ie s of Scie nce  (CEEN), produce d in coope ration w ith  th e  

Institute  for Prospe ctive  Te ch nological Studie s (IPTS), de scribe s spe cific aspe cts of th e  national scie ntific com m unitie s and 

e stablish m e nts in CEEN m e m be r countrie s. Furth e rm ore , th e  ne tw ork  itself, its functions and e xpe rie nce s are  introduce d. 

Contributions from  th e  Acade m ie s of Scie nce  in Croatia, FYR of Mace donia, 

Monte ne gro and Se rbia are  include d.

Institute  for Prospe ctive  Te ch nological Studie s (e d.): Th e  Ce ntral- and Easte rn 

Europe an Ne tw ork  of Acade m ie s of Scie nce . A spe cial IPTS Re port. De ce m be r 2006.

A pdf ve rsion of th is te xt can be  

dow nloade d via

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/89 0.h tm l

(for fre e )

ISBN: 9 2-79 -02302-0
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s e e - s cie nce .e u country re s e arch  profile s  drafte d and ope n for dis cus s ion
Th e  ‘Inform ation Office  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s’ h as publish e d country re ports re vie w ing th e  

situation of Scie nce  and Te ch nology in th e  re gion.

Th e  re ports are  a com pilation of m ain pape rs publish e d by th e  Unite d Nations Educational, Scie ntific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), 

th e  South e ast Europe an Era-Ne t (SEE-ERA.NET), th e  Austrian ‘Ge sellsch aft zur Förde rung de r Forsch ung’, and se ve ral inde pe nde nt sch olars 

on th e  issue  of S& T in th e  W e ste rn Balk ans. 

Th e  obje ctive  of th e se  studie s is to e nh ance  our unde rstanding of national innovation syste m s. An ove rvie w  of th e  situation in S& T re garding 

th e  m ain stak e h olde rs, input and output indicators, national strate gie s and prioritie s and m ain docum e nts and law s in th e  field is give n.

Th e  syste m  of innovation approach  w as tak e n into account w h e n com piling th e se  re ports, and cove rs im portant factors influe ncing th e  

de velopm e nt, diffusion and use  of innovations, as w ell as th e  relations be tw e e n th e se  factors. It doe s not place  e m ph asis on individual firm s 

or re se arch  organisations, but rath e r on innovation as an inte ractive  and inte rde pe nde nt proce ss.

Relevant organisations in th is re spe ct are  firm s, h igh e r e ducation institutions, gove rnm e nt age ncie s e tc., inte racting to cre ate  k now le dge  

and innovation. Th e  m acro-level of th e  syste m  is analyse d using indicators such  as R & D pe rsonnel ratios, R & D e xpe nditure , pate nt 

application inte nsity rate s e tc.

Th e  re ports w e re  com pile d in sum m e r/autum n 2006 by th e  Inform ation Office  and w e re  re vie w e d by local actors. Th e y are  now  acce ssible  

via th e  se e -scie nce .e u w e bsite : h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/1018.h tm l

All re ade rs are  invite d to add com m e nts on th e  conte nt and th e  structure  of th e  docum e nts. Ple ase  also sugge st furth e r re source s th at w e  

can include  – also any additional topics. Ple ase  se nd your input dire ctly to Elk e  Dall at dall@ zsi.at

Publications  ERAW ATCH

ERAW ATCH  is a joint initiative  of DG Re se arch  and th e  EC’s Joint Re se arch  Ce ntre , w h ich  h as be e n conce ive d to support policy 

m ak ing in th e  re se arch  field in Europe . Its obje ctive  is to provide  com pre h e nsive  inform ation on th e  national and re gional 

re se arch  syste m s and th e  e nvironm e nt of EU Me m be r State s, state s associate d w ith  th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e s and oth e r 

sele cte d countrie s, such  as th e  USA and Ch ina. From  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s, Croatia is curre ntly include d (se e  page  8). 

ERAW ATCH  is built on th e  syste m atic colle ction of data on national and re gional 

re se arch  profile s, re se arch  policy docum e nts, program m e s, organisations and link s 

and pre se nts th e m  via an online  platform .

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /411.h tm l

A pdf ve rsion of th is te xt can be  

dow nloade d via

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /9 65.h tm l

(for fre e )
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FP7 Facts h e e ts

An ove rvie w  on FP7 for ne w com e rs and th e  'FP7 le afle t - tak ing Europe an Re se arch  

to th e  fore front' is provide d in Slove nian, Bulgarian, English  and all oth e r language s 

of th e  Europe an Union by DG Re se arch .

A pdf ve rsion of th e  le afle ts can be  

dow nloade d via

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /9 73.h tm l

(for fre e )
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