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Sheila Jasanoff 
is Pforzheimer Professor of Science and Technology Studies at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.  
She has held academic appointments at Cornell, Yale, Oxford, Cambridge, and Kyoto.  At Cornell, she founded and chaired 
the Department of Science and Technology Studies.  She has been a Leverhulme Visiting Professor at the University of 
Cambridge, Fellow at the Berlin Institute for Advanced Study (Wissenschaftskolleg), and Karl Deutsch Guest Professor at the 
Berlin Science Center (Wissenschaftszentrum).  Her research centers on the relationship of science and technology to politics 
and policy in modern democratic societies, with a particular focus on the uses of science in legal and regulatory settings.  She 
has written and lectured widely on problems of environmental policy and the democratization of science in the United States, 
Europe, and India.  Her books on these topics include Controlling Chemicals (co-authored, 1985), The Fifth Branch (1990), 
and Science at the Bar (1995).  Her latest book, Designs on Nature, a comparative study of  the politics of biotechnology in 
Europe and the United States, was published by Princeton in 2005.  Jasanoff has served on the Board of Directors of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science and as President of the Society for Social Studies of Science, whose 
J.D. Bernal award she received in 2004.  She holds A.B., Ph.D. and J.D. degrees from Harvard University, and she received an 
honorary doctorate from the University of Twente in 2006.  
 
Helga Nowotny  
Current position: Vice-President of the European Research Council  
Helga Nowotny is Professor em. of Social Studies of Science at ETH Zurich, Chair of the Scientific Advisory Board of the 
University of Vienna and member of the Governing Board of the Science Center in Berlin. Before joining ETH Zurich, she 
was Professor at the University of Vienna and Permanent Fellow at Collegium Budapest/Institute of Advanced Study. She has 
held teaching and research positions at King´s College, Cambridge, the University of Bielefeld, the Wissenschaftszentrum 
Berlin and at the Ecoles des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris. From 2001 – 2005 she was Chair of the European 
Research Advisory Board, EURAB, of the European Commission. 
She has published widely in Social Studies of Science and Technology (STS) and in time studies. Her publications include Re-
Thinking Science (with M Gibbons and P. Scott) and recently Unersättliche Neugier: Innovation in einer ungewissen Zukunft, 
2005: Curiosità insaziabile. L'innovazione in un futuro fragile, 2006; The Public Nature of Science under Assault (co-
authored), 2005; Cultures of Technology and the Quest for Innovation. 
For more details please visit Prof. Nowotnys homepage: http://www.helga-nowotny.eu/ 
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