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Umead — largest city in the region

Collaboration Region and City

Integrating Social progress index,

Regional development Strategy

Overachievers in Europe —
exchaning and learning
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EU Regional Social Progress Index  82.33@ 1272 Ovre Norrland = -
GDP PPP per capita (2011) €31500 412712 =
Basic Human Needs O  Foundations of Wellbeing @  Opportunity @]
Score 8942 Roank 13 Score 7392 Rank 6 Score 8402 Rank 8
Nutrition and Basic Medical Care Access to Basic Knowledge Personal Rights (@]
Score 8901 Rank 29 Score 8736 Rank 23 Score 7188 Rank 20
Mortality rate before age 65 Secondary enroiment rate Trust in the political system °
Infant mortaity Lower secondary completion only Trust in the legal system
Unmet medical needs o Early school leaving Trust in the police
Insufficient food Quality and accountability of

Access to Information and O qgovemment services
Water and Sanitation Communications
Score 9867 Rank 16 Score 5119  Rank 183 Personal Freedom and Choice
Satisfaction with water quality Intemet at nome Score 8456 Rank 25
Lack of tollet in dwelling Broadband at home Freedom over life choices
Uncolected sewage Online interaction Teenage pregnancy
Sewage treatment with public authorities o Young people not in education,

employment or training

Shelter (@) Health and Wellness o Corruption
Score 8613 Rank 13 Score 7999 Rank 2
Burdensome cost of housing Life expectancy Tolerance and Inclusion @)
Satisfaction with housing ° General health status Score 8371 Rak 3
Overcrowding 0 Premature deaths from cancer ° Impartialty of government services
Lack of adequate heating Premature deaths from heart disease O Tolerance for immigrants

Unmet dental needs Tolerance for minorties
Personal Safety Satisfaction with air quaity 0 Attitudes toward people with disabilities
Score 8422 Rank 61 Tolerance for homosexyals
Homicide rate Environmental M . Gender gap I<}
Safety at night Score 7291 Rank 7 Community safety net °
Traffic ceaths i ion-pm o
! ® : :::m;os ° Access to Advanced Education Q

Al polition-ozone Score 9684 Rank 8

Pollution, grime or other Tertiary education attainment

environmental problems Tertiary enrolment
Protected land (Natura 2000) [o] Lifelong leaming )

@ Underperforming O Less than one point under neutral
Strengths and weaknesses are relative to 15 regions of simitar GDP per capita: S

Lazio, Veneto.

Neutral O Less than one point over neutral @ Overperforming No data

(Cheshire, Zeetand, Provincia
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* 15t Social Progress Cities Summit
¢ 16-17t of September, Ume3

Bilbao, Bratislava, Gdansk,
Groningen, Ljubljana, Leuven,
Mariehamn, Ume3, Nicosia, Prague
|CLEI

DG Regio, DG RTD
Exchanging and learning

Social Progress in European
Regions and Cities

DEGLARATION

— Acknowledging city contributions to a

more Social Europe — Call for a European
Capital of Social Progress Award

More than two thirds of the European Union’s inhabitants live
in cities, a share that is expected to grow. Many of the complex
challenges pointed out in the European Pillar of Social Rights
lity, affordable housing, prej
change impacts concentrate in our cities. The changes needed
to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals will require

a comprehensive and integrated societal transformation

such as ineq dice or climate

including social, cultural, economic and technological
challenges that will deeply impact our urban societies, as
highlighted also in the Basque Declaration: New Pathaays for
European Cities and Toums.

THE BATTLE FOR A FAIRER, HEALTHIER, MORE EQUITABLE,
SOCIALLY PROGRESSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY
THAT EMBRACES ITS DIVERSITY, WILL BE WON OR LOST
IN CITIES.

Cities are laboratories for solving societal challenges

u g s of opportunity, as
demonstrated by the I* EL7 Social Progress Cities Summit. Cities
are therefore crucial sites of social progress with a high degree

of social cohesion, socially balanced housing, and social health

; they are accel

and education. They function as key platforms for democracy,
cultral dialogue and diversity, places for environmental
regeneration, and engines of economic growth.

In the framework for the EU Cohesion Policy 2021-2027, one
main objective isa “more Social l'umpl delivering on the l~umpmn
Pillar of Social Rights and supporting quality employment, ed

skills, social inclusion and equal access to healthcare™. As cities,

we are keenly aware of our role as social innovators in
delivering services to meet basic human needs, creating
a foundation for well-being and opportunity through
integrated and innovative efforts.

CITIES' CONTRIBUTIONS TO A MORE SOCIAL EUROPE
DESERVE BROADER RECOGNITION AND REQUIRE GREATER
VISIBILITY TO GENERATE POSITIVE IMPACTS BEYOND THE
LOCAL LEVEL.

Within the European Union framework there are several
awards that recognise the achievements of cities in improving
different aspects of city life and the living environment, such
as the European Capital of Culture, the European Capital of
Innovation, and the European Green Capital. However, the
European Union has no award recognizing the contribution of
cities to social progress and transformation.

In view of the above considerations, we, Mayors and authorized
representatives of the cities and other stakeholders signing

this declaration and agreeing with its principles call on the
European Union and its authorities to establish a European
Capital of Social Progress Award. This is to be awarded

each year to a city that is a transformation role model to

other cities or municipalities, e.g. by having implemented
successful policies addressing social justice, spatial segregation,
inequality, polarization, integration, intergenerational issues,
or implemented innovative and enterprising solutions that
improved the quality of urban living environment. One
inspiration can be the Social Progress Index framework. Such
an award would give an additional impetus to make urban
environments more equal, healthier, create opportunities

to recognize and share best pracrices, and strengthen social
progress cooperation and capacity building within the
European Union.

We urge the European Commission to include our proposal in
the negotiations for the new Cohesion Policy Agenda and other
relevant initiatives. The representatives of the undersigned
cities are willing to contribute to the development of the
principles, criteria and procedures for the nomination of the
European Capital of Social Progress. We authorize Ms. Janet
Agren, Mayor of Ume4, to present this declaration to the
President of the European C ission, the Ce issi for
Regional and Coh Policy, the C for Social
Policy, and the Commissioner for Research and Innovation.
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